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Am I my brother's judge? 
Not always a judge 
Rome fell 
while moralists slept 
QHtehipordrij^cene 
Christians in Haiti celebrate change 
in nation's government 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, HAITI (EP)— 
As the people of Haiti celebrate the 
recent departure of "President-for Life" 
Jean-Claude Duvalier, Christians are 
thanking God for the end of his abuse of 
power. "Evangelical Christians are say-
ing it's an answer to years of prayer . . . 
and this is evidence of the power of God. 
Christians are giving thanks to God for 
his deliverance. It's like a new wind 
blowing across the churches in Haiti," 
said Paul Thomas, director of the Com-
mittee on Development and Planning, 
World Reliefs partner in Haiti. World 
Relief is the emergency aid, develop-
ment assistance, and refugee service arm 
of the National Association of Evangeli-
cals. 
A month before Duvalier left his 
country, evangelical Protestant pastors 
issued a press release calling for more 
freedom and help for the country's poor. 
"The general population knows the stand 
the evangelicals took. . . . Now peo-
ple are more open to listening to what 
we have to say. . . . I have great hopes 
and expectations for the future of the 
evangelical church and the witness of 
the gospel in Haiti," says Thomas. He 
concludes, "Everyone says it was God 
who set us free. [Non-Christians say], 
'We've trusted in voodoo all these years. 
Voodoo couldn't give us liberty. But 
. . . God has given us freedom at last.' " 
Religious leaders praise peaceful 
change in Philippines 
NEW YORK, N.Y. (EP)—The rela-
tively peaceful transition of power in the 
Philippines from former president Fer-
dinand Marcos to newly-elected presi-
dent Corazon C. Aquino was hailed by 
religious leaders in the U.S. The Men-
nonite Central Committee sent a cable 
to the Aquino government Feb. 28, to 
thank the Filipino people for "showing 
us an inspiring way to walk toward a 
non-violent world." 
The cable told Aquino that "we re-
dedicate ourselves to praying and . . . 
building the climate among our people 
and our governments in North America 
that will allow . . . you and your re-
markable people to continue on this 
inspiring journey toward peace and 
social justice." MCC workers in Manila 
reported that it was "People's Power"— 
bare hands against the tanks of Marcos— 
that turned the tide. A Feb. 14 statement 
by the Catholics Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines urging nonviolent 
demonstrations has also been cited as a 
vital influence in the nonviolent change. 
Court will try to define 'religious 
activity' for IRS 
CINCINNATI, OHIO (EP)—Is "reli-
gious activity" a broad enough term to 
include a Christian ministry involved in 
finding Christian homes for children, or 
does the term refer only to the actual 
conduct of worship? That's the question 
the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit will decide here, in a case that 
pits Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes 
Inc. against the Internal Revenue Service. 
The IRS contends that church organ-
izations do not necessarily enjoy the tax 
benefits of churches, and on this basis 
assessed $29,665.12 in penalties against 
the children's home for failure to file 
Informational Return Form 990. The 
IRS was ordered to return the money, 
and is appealing that decision. Speaking 
for the IRS, Ray Hepper said, "Reli-
gious activity is limited only to the con-
duct of worship." He explained, "We do 
not question that Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Homes are providing Chris-
tian homes for children. This activity is 
child care. Their religious motivation to 
do this is not relevant." 
Frank Ingraham, representing the 
homes, said, "Child care . . . is a reli-
gious activity motivated by religious 
concern. Religious activity is functional 
rather than motivational." Ingraham 
accused the IRS of ignoring the manda-
tory tax-exemption for churches and 
their organizations by Congress, and 
said the position of the IRS would strike 
the story of the Good Samaritan from 
the Christian faith. 
Christians in South Africa meet to 
discuss reconciliation 
POTCHEFSTROOM, S. AFRICA 
(EP)—Nearly 200 Christians—black and 
white, Anglican, Methodist, Roman 
Catholic, and Dutch Reformed—met 
recently to discuss the meaning of 
reconciliation for the South African 
Church. The Rev. Errol Hind, chairman 
of the Western Transvaal Committee of 
the National Initiative for Reconcilia-
tion, claimed the gathering was the first 
of its kind among the different denomi-
nations, and the very first to consider the 
role of the Church in South Africa as a 
troubled nation. 
The day included addresses, group 
discussions, Bible studies, and panel dis-
cussions; it ended with a unanimous 
vote for more gatherings of a similar 
nature. The group called for closer fel-
lowship between white and black min-
isters—including pulpit swaps. The 
group also urged greater social contacts 
between blacks and whites, and encour-
aged whites to initiate such contacts. 
Work against laws that enforce racial 
discrimination was encouraged, as was a 
forum for blacks to vent community 
grievances. The conference encouraged 
its members to contact other people of 
both races and urged them to work for 
reconciliation. 
High court says cities can zone 
porno theaters 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)—Cities can 
impose restrictions on "adult" movie 
theaters, as long as those zoning require-
ments don't have the effect of totally 
banning such establishments, the U.S. 
Supreme Court has ruled. In a 7-2 deci-
sion announced Feb. 25, the Court held 
that city ordinances that stop short of 
outlawing sexually explicit businesses 
may impose "a form of time, place and 
manner regulation." 
Written by Associate Justice William 
H. Rehnquist, the decision upheld a 
1981 ordinance passed in Renton, Wash., 
which stated that adult theaters may not 
be located within 1,000 feet of churches, 
parks, schools, or residential zones. As-
sociate Justices Brennan and Marshall 
dissented from the decision, calling the 
Renton ordinance "plainly unconstitu-
tional." Brennan said the argument that 
the ordinance was needed to prevent 
neighborhood blight was "purely spec-
ulative conclusion." 
Harris, Grant honored with Grammy 
Awards 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. (EP)—Amy 
Grant's crossover album "Unguarded" 
and the Larnelle Harris record "How 
Excellent Is Thy Name" received top 
gospel honors in the recent Grammy 
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Awards presentation. Grant, whose al-
bum was the first gospel album to cross 
over to Billboard's pop chart, beat out 
rising gospel star Sandi Patti for best 
female gospel performance; Harris was 
honored for best male gospel perfor-
mance. Sandi Patti wasn't shut out of 
the Grammy awards, however. She and 
Larnelle Harris received a Grammy for 
"Best Gospel Performance by a Duo or 
Group, Choir or Chorus," for their col-
laborative effort "I've Just Seen Jesus." 
Building plans of Hindu sect cause 
commotion in Jersey town 
INDEPENDENCE, N.J. (EP)—A 
Hindu sect's 10-year building plan that 
includes a temple, a school for 200 stu-
dents, 30 homes, and a fellowship hall, 
have caused a commotion in Independ-
ence, N.J., a small town (population 
2,900) near the sect's 162-acre property. 
Mayor Ralph Flanders has twice pro-
posed a zoning amendment that would 
halt the complex. Flander's change 
would remove schools, worship centers, 
and public buildings from the list of 
approved uses for residential sites. The 
Hindu leaders threaten to file civil rights 
suits if the amendment passes. 
Leaders of the Swaminarayan sect 
say they want to develop a school for 
"academically elite" Hindu children. 
Such a school will teach traditional 
American curriculum, but will also teach 
children "the richness of their cultural 
heritage," according to sect leaders. 
Survey shows college kids more 
conservative about sex 
NEW YORK, N.Y. (EP)—Today's col-
lege students are more conservative in 
their attitudes toward sex than students 
were 10 and 20 years ago, according to a 
survey commissioned for the Feb. 24 
issue of Forbes magazine. New York 
psychologist Srully Blotnick, who con-
ducted this survey and the earlier ones, 
explained, "I think it has nothing to do 
with morals. I think it has to do with 
disease and divorce." The survey also 
showed that fewer students felt their 
chosen career would "help society"; more 
students felt choosing a low-paying 
career was a mistake; and more students 
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Not always a judge 
by Alan Cliburn 
It was Friday night and the desk 
in my study was piled high with 
work—but I pushed everything aside 
when Linda knocked gently at the 
door. She was a daughter a father 
Alan Cliburn lives in Van Nuys, Calif. 
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could be proud of, and I cherished 
the relationship which continued to 
grow between us as she matured into 
adulthood. 
"Are you busy, Daddy?" she asked. 
"Not too busy for you, honey," I 
replied. "Come on in." 
She came in and stood by my 
desk. There was a time—years ago— 
when she would've crawled into my 
lap and told me about her day. That 
time was gone, of course, and in 
many ways I appreciated her even 
more as a young woman. 
"I want you to meet Richard 
tonight," she said. 
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It wasn't an uncommon request; 
she had been dating for three years, 
and Margaret and I met all the boys 
who came to pick her up. Still, there 
was a hesitancy in her voice as she 
mentioned Richard. 
"You've talked about him before, 
haven't you?" I asked. 
"Yes, but this is our first date," she 
explained. The hesitancy was still 
there—as if she wanted to say more 
but wasn't sure she should. 
"Tell me about him," I requested, 
smiling to reassure her. 
She swallowed. "Well, he's 18—" 
Linda was 17, but occasionally 
she dated boys a year or two older. 
There was nothing unusual about 
that. 
"—and he has dark hair and blue 
eyes. He's working right now, but he 
plans to go to college when he's 
saved some money." 
"How long has he been going to 
church?" I asked. 
She paused. "He doesn't go to 
church, Daddy—but he's coming 
this Sunday." She added that last 
part quickly, as if it were for my 
benefit. 
Margaret and I had never told 
Linda that she could date only boys 
who attend church, but we had cer-
tainly encouraged her in that direc-
tion. We felt she would be more 
comfortable and have more in com-
mon with boys who shared her faith 
in Jesus Christ. Up to this point 
Linda had agreed with us. 
"I see," I replied. "And where did 
you meet Richard?' 
"At the Fishing Hole," she told 
me. 
The "Fishing Hole" was a brightly 
painted coffeehouse sponsored by 
our church—located in the poorer 
section of town. Society's dropouts, 
potheads, prostitutes, and kids who 
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were curious were welcome there. 
Free coffee was served and visitors 
were greeted by young people and 
adults from the church who listened 
to them and then witnessed. It was a 
fantastic ministry and many had 
made decisions for Christ. Linda 
volunteered to pour coffee two nights 
a week. 
"You're dating a boy from the 
Fishing Hole?" I questioned, some-
what shakened by the prospect. 
"Linda—" 
"It's not what you think, Daddy," 
she interrupted. "He's not on drugs 
or anything—Rich just isn't like 
that. Some friends of his told him 
about the Fishing Hole and he came 
to see what it was like. He doesn't 
even have long hair!" 
I was relieved to hear that he 
wasn't a drug user, but my anxiety 
didn't vanish instantly. "How well 
do you know him?" I wanted to 
know. 
"Pretty well," she stated. "For the 
past three weeks he's been at the 
Fishing Hole every time I've been 
there, and we've talked a lot. He 
asked me out the very first night I 
met him, but I said no. He's asked 
me out every time since then, too— 
but I finally told him that I date only 
boys who go to church." 
"Is that why he agreed to come 
with you this Sunday?" I asked. 
She nodded. "But he's really nice, 
Daddy. I didn't agree to go out with 
him just to get him to church—I'm 
going out with Richard because I 
like him." 
I looked at her, suddenly feeling at 
ease. If he had won Linda's approv-
al, he had won mine also. I had 
complete confidence in her judgment. 
The doorbell rang an hour later 
and I went to answer it—Linda was 
still upstairs and Margaret was help-
ing her, as usual. 
I opened the front door and then 
stared in disbelief at the boy stand-
ing on the porch. 
" R i c h a r d H e r r i n g t o n , " I an -
nounced—as much for my own bene-
fit as his. 
Perhaps he hadn't recognized me 
at first, but my voice was not easily 
forgotten—especially by someone 
who had stood before my bench in 
Juvenile Court. It had been perhaps 
a year, but I remembered the boy. 
"Yes, sir," he replied faintly. "I—I 
d i d n ' t k n o w L i n d a was y o u r 
daughter." 
"Come in," I told him. "She'll be 
right down." 
"You mean it's okay, Judge?" he 
asked. "I mean—" 
Linda came downstairs at that 
moment. "Hi, Richard," she said. 
Margaret followed Linda and was 
officially introduced to Richard. 
Afterwards, he and Linda left. As 
the door clicked shut, I once again 
felt uneasy. I wanted to go after 
them and bring Linda back. 
"My, they make a handsome cou-
ple!" Margaret commented. "Don't 
you think—?" She stopped talking 
and frowned at me. "Alex, what's 
wrong?" 
I wanted to tell her, but I wouldn't 
let myself. Why should both of us be 
concerned? Besides I couldn't even 
remember what the charge against 
Richard had been. 
I returned to my desk and went 
over some cases scheduled for Mon-
day's court calendar—but I couldn't 
forget that Linda was out with 
Richard Herrington. He could have 
appeared before me on any number 
of charges—burglary, assault, nar-
cotics possession, rape—and my 
daughter was out alone with him! 
I was still working—or at least, 
still at my desk—when Linda came 
home. 
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"Thank you, Richard," I heard 
her say. "Don't forget, you're com-
ing to church Sunday?" 
"Hey, could I see you tomorrow 
night?" Richard asked her. 
"I 'm not sure," she replied—"call 
me. Good night." 
On her way upstairs she passed 
the den. "Daddy, are you still up? It's 
past midnight!" 
"I'm nearly finished," I said. "Did 
you have a good time, honey?" 
"I had a very good time!" she an-
swered. "See you in the morning, 
Daddy." 
The next afternoon I answered 
the phone when Richard called. 
"Oh, hello, sir," he began nervous-
ly. "Could I talk to Linda? I mean, is 
it all right?" 
"She's not here at the moment, 
Richard," I told him. "She and her 
mother are shopping." 
"Is it okay if I call back later?" he 
asked. 
"Yes, of course," I replied—hoping 
that he wouldn't. 
" D i d you tell her a b o u t my 
record?" he wanted to know. 
"No, Richard, I didn't." 
"You didn't?" He seemed sur-
prised. 
"No, I think if anyone tells her, it 
should be you." 
"And you won't try to keep her 
f rom dating me?" 
"Linda is old enough to decide 
whom she will date," I said. 
"Yeah, I guess so," he agreed. 
"Thanks." 
He hung up and I tried to concen-
trate on my work. Despite the cool 
way I had handled myself on the 
phone, I was still concerned. Why 
didn't you just tell him not to call 
anymore? I asked myself. Linda was 
mature—yes—but her life had been 
sheltered. 
I picked up a picture of Linda that 
I kept on my desk and studied it. She 
was about two in the photograph—I 
remembered because of the burn on 
her arm she received when she had 
come too close to the grill on which I 
was barbecuing some steaks. After 
that experience we made sure she 
was kept a safe distance away f rom 
the grill. 
But she's not two anymore, I 
reminded myself. She has to make 
decisions based on her own knowl-
edge and understanding. I had no 
right to take that authority from 
her—not even if I disapproved of her 
decisions. 
Richard did call back and Linda 
agreed to see him, but only if they 
met at the Fishing Hole. "I'm on 
duty tonight," I heard her say. "I 
help out every other Saturday, you 
know." 
True to his word, the next day 
Richard came to church. He looked 
uncomfortable, but he tried to keep 
it f rom showing. Linda brought him 
right down to our pew and seated 
him beside me. 
"Hi, Judge," he whispered. 
"I'm not a judge here, Richard," I 
informed him softly; "I'm just a 
member of the congregation." 
The sermon, strangely enough, 
was about judgment! Our pastor 
spoke about the judgment seat and 
how there would be no doubt of 
one's guilt or innocence. 
"Even the best qualified judge 
occasionally decides in error," he 
said, expertly avoiding my eyes. "But 
in eternity, if your name is written in 
the Lamb's book of life, you're saved; 
if it isn't, you're lost!" 
It was quite a sermon. Richard 
was extremely attentive, almost as if 
he were hearing the plan of salvation 
for the first time. 
After the service, Linda and Mar-
garet left Richard and me alone 
together while they went to get some 
tickets for a Mother-Daughter Tea. 
"I've never thought much about 
religion before," Richard told me, 
"but I think I'd like to become a 
Christian." 
His confession caught me off guard, 
but still I was thrilled. "Our pastor 
made it pretty graphic, didn't he?" I 
agreed. 
"It's mainly because of you that I 
want to become a Christian, not 
because of what he said," Richard 
corrected me. "I had already heard 
about most of that—from Linda 
and the other people at the Fishing 
Hole." 
I looked at him, startled. "Me? I 
don't understand." 
"Just a little over a year ago, I 
stood before you in Juvenile Court," 
he reminded me. "You were fair and 
gave me what I deserved." 
"It's my job," I explained. 
"Yes—but then you let me date 
your daughter," he went on, "just 
like I was a regular guy. I figure that 
act required a special kind of trust. 
You're a Christian—right?" 
"Yes, I am," I assured him. "I'll 
admit that at first I had some misgiv-
ings a b o u t Linda 's da t ing you, 
Richard, but I tried you as a judge 
once before and you paid for that 
mistake. I realized that I had no right 
to hold the past against you." 
"I don't completely understand 
Christianity," he said, "but I want 
to—I really want to become a Chris-
tian." 
It was an exciting Sunday at our 
house. Of course Linda had hoped 
that Richard would receive Christ 
eventually, but she didn't expect it to 
happen so soon! 
"Thank you, Daddy," she said, 
with tears filling her eyes. "Richard 
told me everything, and I love you 
for not telling me about his past or 
trying to interfere." 
"It was hard for me to remain 
silent," I admitted. "But I know I 
made the right decision." 
"What are you two talking about? ' 
Margaret asked inquisitively. "What 
did I miss?" We told her—and she 
was just as happy that she hadn't 
known about Richard's police record. 
The next day I decided to find 
Richard's criminal file, for my curi-
osity had been aroused! It took a 
while, but finally I discovered the 
case in which he had been involved. 
He and some other boys had been 
arrested while riding in a stolen car. 
Testimony revealed that Richard 
hadn't been involved in the actual 
acquisition of the car—but he knew 
that it had been "borrowed." He was 
sentenced to two weeks at the youth 
detention camp. 
Two weeks! And I had pictured 
him as a hardened criminal! I won-
dered why I would recall the name of 
a boy involved in anything as tame 
(comparatively speaking) as riding 
in a stolen car. 
And then I remembered—the boys 
had stolen my car! • 
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Am I my brother's judge? 
An editor friend of mine once ven-
tured to express in an editorial a 
relatively mild reservation about the 
tactics of some TV and radio evange-
lists. He was flooded with protests 
for being judgmental. 
Recently I observed a panel dis-
cussing a question of ethics. One 
member expressed his opinion of the 
right course to follow. Immediately, 
another member objected. It was all 
right for the first member to behave 
thus if he wished, it was his right. But 
when he implied that this was the 
right course "for the rest of us," then 
he was being judgmental. 
Lauren King is book review editor for the 
Evangelical Friend, as well as a freelance 
writer. This article was reprinted by permis-
sion of the Evangelical Friend. 
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called judgmental because they state 
a requirement or standard, which if 
violated gives rise logically to a 
judgment of "wrong," "sinful." What 
it boils down to is this: "You are 
asking me to conform to a standard 
of behavior that I don't want to 
accept, and so you are judgmental. 
And that's wrong of you." 
Suppose John finds a Canadian 
one-ounce gold piece. He has no 
idea who lost it. Suppose John 
pockets it, and murmurs, "Finders 
keepers; losers weepers." He thanks 
God for sending him this money just 
when he needed it badly, and goes 
his way. A fellow Christian whom 
John tells of this blessing from God 
offers the opinion that John should 
have tried to find the owner. He is, 
John retorts, being judgmental. 
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What is judgmental? The word 
seems to be used only of ethical 
judgments. To call a person dwarf-
ish or awkward or homely may be 
unkind, but it is not considered 
being judgmental. Not even ques-
tioning a person's wisdom is judg-
mental, but an ethical opinion is. 
Wrong, unethical, sinful, right, ethi-
cal, proper—these are judgmental. 
Notice that it is not only negative 
words that are judgmental. Positive 
words and statements like "this is 
right, scriptural, good" can also be 
Probably there are three reasons 
for John's feeling. First, his friend is 
by implication "putting him down," 
setting up a standard for him that he 
does not want to conform to. John, 
humanly, resents that. Second, he is 
implying that John should submit 
his ethical standards and behavior to 
some standard or authority outside 
himself—the friend or a group like a 
church. But John sees himself as 
free, autonomous, an individual; he 
has a right to make his own deci-
sions. Third , because of John ' s 
American and evangelical mind-set, 
he thinks in terms of the independ-
ent individual and not of member-
ship in a church—the Church. 
All these factors unite to make 
him resistant to and resentful of his 
friend's "interference." His defense is 
to call his friend judgmental. Besides, 
$400 is a lot of money. 
But John is wrong. He is in his 
resistance ignoring some weighty con-
siderations. 
First, to call his friend judgmental 
is in turn to be judgmental. It is to 
offer a negative ethical judgment 
("He ought not to set up that stand-
ard for me"). John is himself guilty 
of what he charges his friend with. 
Obviously it is not easy to avoid 
being judgmenta l . If indeed one 
should. 
Again, John forgets that the proph-
ets of the Old Testament, that John 
the Baptist, Jesus, and Paul were 
judgmental. A little reading in Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Amos, Micah, 
Zephaniah, Malachi will turn up 
almost countless instances of stand-
ards being set, calls to follow them, 
condemnation for not following. 
Listen to John the Baptist: "You 
brood of vipers," "Repent," "Pro-
duce fruit in keeping with repent-
ance." Or Jesus: "I tell you that 
anyone who is angry with his brother 
will be subject to judgment." "If you 
do not forgive men their sins, your 
Father will not forgive your sins." 
"Watch out for false prophets." And 
here He even gives a basis for 
judgment—fruit—and thereby in-
vites, commands us to judge. He fin-
ishes this passage: "Away from me, 
you evildoers." 
Paul is full of ethical standards, of 
urging and demanding conformity 
with those standards, of condemna-
tion of those failing to follow those 
standards, of instructions to the 
churches to uncover and avoid evil-
doers. "Do not repay anyone evil for 
evil." "Everyone must submit him-
self to the governing authorities." 
"Brothers, I could not address you as 
spiritual." "I have already passed 
judgment . . . hand this man over 
to Satan." ". . . those who live like 
this will not inherit the kingdom of 
God." "I plead with Euodia and 
. . . Syntyche to agree with each 
other in the Lord." "Alexander the 
metalworker did me a great deal of 
harm. The Lord will repay him for 
what he has done." 
Now every one of these state-
ments is, according to the use of the 
word that I hear, either directly or 
indirectly, judgmental. That is, if 
one were to use these passages today 
to indicate a right ethical conduct or 
to base a judgment upon, he would 
surely risk the charge of being judg-
mental. Yet here the prophets, Jesus, 
and the apostle are being judgmen-
tal. Should we not follow their ex-
ample, especially when Galatians 
6:1, 2 commands to do so, and in 
Matthew 18 Jesus gives a precise 
formula for so doing? 
A basic error lies behind the com-
plaint against beingjudgmental. Con-
sider Miss Smith and Johnny. He 
turns in a set of arithmetic problems 
with several "wrong" answers. Miss 
Smith has a set of "right" answers, 
and marks Johnny's efforts as lack-
ing—"wrong." But Johnny charges 
that she is beingjudgmental. He has 
a right to his own calculations, his 
own answers. 
Ridiculous? Of course, for in arith-
metic there are right and wrong 
answers, and Johnny is not likely to 
get much support in his charge. But 
this means that in arithmetic there 
are standards, laws that dare not be 
violated, however much we might 
dislike them. But if Johnny were to 
prevail, then we should have to sur-
render those standards: 2 plus 2 may 
equal 3 or 3.7 or 4. In crying "judg-
mental" Johnny is calling for the 
destruction of standards in arith-
metic, for chaos, for anarchy. We 
acknowledge this in mathematics, 
chemistry, carpentry, engineering, 
even in politics and economics to 
some degree. Here there are laws 
that stand above and judge our cal-
culations and conduct. 
But in ethics, in dealing with the 
will of God, we tend to agree with 
Johnny. We want our own way. 
And when anyone ventures to sug-
gest that our way is not the right 
way, not the way of God, then we 
begin to squirm and fume and cry 
judgmental. But just as surely as 
Johnny in arithmetic is calling for 
the destruction of all standards, so 
surely are we in our stance calling for 
the destruction of all standards in 
behavior, or at least modification to 
fit our own desires—a sort of 2 plus 2 
equals 3 in ethics. 
If we do not intend to destroy all 
standards, we are at least declaring 
that all standards are equally right: 
ethically, 2 plus 2 may correctly 
equal either 3,3.7,4 or whatever. It's 
all right for the other fellow to 
behave as he wishes, just let me 
behave as I wish. But this means 
either that all behaviors are equally 
right or that one has a right to follow 
a wrong behavior. The prophets, 
Jesus, and Paul did not see it so. 
They unanimously declare that not 
all behaviors are right and that there 
are fatal consequences of following a 
wrong course. Now it is not likely 
that those who cry judgmental de-
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The prophets, Jesus, and Paul declare that not all behaviors are 
right, and that there are fatal consequences of 
following a wrong course. 
liberately hold to any of these posi-
tions, not consciously and deter-
minedly. They simply have not con-
sidered carefully the logic of their 
position. 
Finally, the results of this wide-
spread atti tude—and it is wide-
spread—will be disastrous. The ethi-
cal standards of Christ as brought to 
us in the Scriptures will gradually be 
eroded and lost. It will be, "I feel 
okay about what I'm doing [adul-
tery]." "I can't see anything wrong 
with it [doctoring tax returns]." "I 
have my style of life [homosexual 
practice]." And to anyone who points 
out any evil in these practices: "Stop 
being judgmental!" What will be left 
of the Church will be some kind of 
social group made up of insulated 
units coming together for a vaguely 
religious ritual that for our various 
reasons we like well enough to attend. 
Remember that there is not one 
thing forbidden by God that lacks its 
attraction, its aroused desire, its ra-
tionalization, and consequently its 
defenders to cry judgmental. The 
Christian life and the Church as 
presented in the Scriptures are at 
radical difference f rom the life of 
non-Christians. Yet the cry of judg-
mental, if taken up by unthinking 
church members, can and will de-
stroy that difference and make the 
Church a congeries of individual 
hedonists, each doing "that which is 
right in his own eyes." 
But, a reply will come, look at the 
Bible. All this philosophizing sounds 
fine, but what about Luke 6:37 and 
Matthew 7:1-5? They clearly com-
mand us not to judge. Are we to go 
against the plain words of Jesus? To 
this, two replies may be made. 
First, if these passages mean what 
nonjudgmental people think they 
mean, then Jesus himself violated his 
own command, as did John, Paul, 
Jude, James, Peter. For they all 
stated requirements for Christian 
living that require judgment, and 
they all pronounce definite judgments 
on acts and even in some instances 
name names (2 Timothy 1:15). 
Second, the apparent ly "plain 
meaning" of the language is different 
f rom what they think. I can cite no 
better basis for this statement than I. 
Howard Marshall in his authorita-
tive The Gospel of Luke: A Com-
mentary on the Greek Text: "The 
disciples are not to judge; krino can 
mean 'to come to a right decision' 
(7:43; 12:57), 'to rule' (22:30), and, as 
here [my italics], t o condemn.' (19:22) 
In their own day-to-day conduct the 
disciples are forbidden to usurp the 
place of God in judging and con-
demning other people. The context 
would suggest that it is the attitude 
which fails to show mercy [my ital-
ics] to the guilty that is here being 
attacked. It is not the use of dis-
cernment and discrimination which 
is forbidden, but the attitude of cen-
soriousness. The saying 'does not 
imply flabby indifference to the moral 
condition of others nor the blind 
renunciation of attempts at a true 
and serious appraisal of those with 
whom we have to live." 
Notice that the famous Matthew 
passage (7:3-5) does not forbid judg-
ment. It actually calls for right judg-
ment: "then you will see clearly to 
remove the speck f rom your broth-
er's eye." What these two passages 
call for is not refusal to judge but 
clear-eyed and merciful judgment. 
What can we do to be judgmental 
in the biblical and proper sense? 
First, we should sincerely and finally 
accept the existence of moral stand-
ards, which are not manufactured by 
us for our own desires. They are 
there, beyond us, and not to be tam-
pered with. They are God's direc-
tions for the full and true realization 
of His will and desire for what is best 
for us. If we are to be His we have no 
freedom to refuse or amend His will. 
We cannot have Christ as Savior 
and not as Lord. 
Second, we must sincerely search 
out God's will. Not some way to 
accommodate our desires, but God's. 
The Scriptures are not an elaborate 
book of rules covering in detail every 
question of ethics that arises. God's 
will is not always immediately and 
certainly clear; to discern it requires 
sincere study, reflection, and the 
Spirit's help. 
Third, we must search not as indi-
viduals but together. We must not 
act as isolated individuals, each "do-
ing his own thing." Our individual 
wants, backgrounds, biases will bring 
us into error; we dare not go this 
path alone. We need the help of our 
fellows, and they need ours. We 
must of course in the end bear the 
burden of making a choice for our-
selves, but it will be folly to refuse 
aid. 
Finally, we must be willing to dis-
ciple and be discipled in love. Paul 
prescribes it (Galatians 6:1,2). Jesus 
gives a careful program for it (Mat-
thew 18). The mutual concern in-
volved in such ac t ion brea thes 
through the Scriptures. We refuse 
the mutual concern and love that 
Paul speaks of, and cry judgmental. 
We refuse concern and love and 
shrug our shoulders as we pass by on 
the other side, on our own route. 
"Who am I to judge?" 
Of course, as Paul points out, all 
discipling must be carried out and 
accepted in love and humility. It is 
perhaps the failure in these qualities 
that most often raises the protest 
judgmental! Yet if there is to be nurs-
ing, there must be diagnosis. Let it be 
done in love. 
Year ago, when people rode horse-
back or in buggies and wagons along 
the zero-wintry roads, it was the cus-
tom for travelers meeting on the 
road to survey each other for the 
subtle signs of frostbite or of hypo-
thermia. Often it meant life or death. 
And are we not also travelers on a 
pilgrims' road? • 
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Victim-Offender Reconciliation 
Program in North America 
What is VORP's future? 
by Howard 
8 n 1974, Mennonite probation 
officer Mark Yantzy was faced with 
a tough case. Two young men had 
burglarized and vandalized some 22 
homes in the Kitchener, Ont., area. 
What should be his recommenda-
tion to the court? 
He took his problem to a group of 
local Mennonites and Dave Worth, 
a Mennonite Central Committee 
voluntary service worker, made a 
crazy suggest ion—the of fenders 
ought to face the people they wronged 
and try to make things right. 
Yantzy made that recommenda-
tion to the court and, after some 
hesitation, the judge accepted the 
recommendation. The case was suc-
cessful and f rom that seed the Victim 
Offender Reconciliation Program 
(VORP) movement grew. 
Since that time the concept of vic-
tim offender reconciliation has been 
developed, refined and implemented 
throughout many communities in 
Canada and the United States. More-
over, the idea has spread beyond 
Howard Zehr is director of the MCC U. S. 
Office of Criminal Justice. From 1979 to 
1982 he directed the Victim Offender 
Reconciliation Program in Elkhart, Indiana. 
programs in local communities. The 
new Canadian Young Offenders Act 
mentions reconciliation as one sen-
tencing option. Several sentencing 
bills in the U.S. Congress have also 
included this goal. The term reconcil-
iation now appears in criminal jus-
tice discussions and literature. 
In the past several years, interest 
in victim offender reconciliation has 
spread to Europe. A number of 
countries are launching experimen-
tal programs. 
The basic concept of V O R P is 
simple. In its classic form, as devel-
oped in Kitchener, Ont. and Elk-
hart, Ind., V O R P involves a face-to-
face meeting between victim and 
offender. Cases are referred by courts 
and require the consent of all parties. 
This encounter is prepared for 
and mediated by a trained commu-
nity volunteer. Meetings focus on 
clarifying what actually happened 
and providing an opportunity for 
questions and answers. Meetings en-
courage an expression of the feelings 
evoked by crime. Finally, they allow 
for the development of a written 
contract outlining what is to be done 
to make things right. 
This is the model which has been 
publicized through handbooks and 
training seminars. However, V O R P 
takes different forms in different 
communities. 
V O R P has received widespread 
acclaim but until recently has not 
been evaluated carefully. A recent 
evaluation of programs in Indiana 
and Ohio, however, has found con-
siderable satisfaction among partic-
ipants . Victims apprecia ted the 
chance to get answers and to meet 
their offenders. Offenders appreciated 
the chance to "make things right" 
and indicated greater understanding 
of the consequences of their actions. 
The justice process was humanized. 
But offenders also found the expe-
rience of meeting their victim to be 
tough—a punishment. 
Most interesting, perhaps, was the 
finding that participants have begun 
to define justice in new terms, to use 
the biblical concept of "making things 
right." 
After several years of intense media 
interest and rapid growth, the devel-
opment of new programs in North 
America has leveled off, but a growth 
spurt is taking place in Europe. 
Some of us involved in this move-
ment have breathed a sigh of relief, 
welcoming a time for programs and 
ideas to be tested and refined with-
out so much fanfare. But what is the 
future of the movement here? 
Two factors will be crucial influ-
ences for the continuation and expan-
sion of VORP. One of these is fund-
ing. With both public and private 
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sources of funds getting tighter, most 
programs are facing difficult times. 
The question of funding may be 
decisive. 
A second factor has to do with 
public attitudes about crime. Public 
opinion surveys in several states have 
suggested that the public is less puni-
tive, more open to non-prison sen-
tences, than the press and politicians 
would have us believe. Nevertheless, 
we are clearly in a "get-tough" era, in 
foreign as well as domestic affairs. 
The resurgence of the death penalty 
and U.S. policy in Central America 
are part of the same phenomenon. 
Will V O R P be able to move against 
that tendency, to effectively demon-
strate another way? 
The V O R P movement has signif-
icant obstacles and potential detours 
ahead. At the same time, it contains 
tremendous potential. At its best, 
V O R P may encourage us to think 
about crime in new, more biblical 
ways. What is exciting about V O R P 
is that it can help restore relation-
ships between real people, and it can 
also help us to move from a legalis-
tic, punitive understanding of crime 
and justice to an understanding that 
focuses on human relationships and 
needs. 
Crime is at heart a violation of 
people by people, not simply a viola-
tion of laws. It calls for responses 
which repair and restore. That is the 
message of V O R P and that is the 
VORP mustard seed. • 
VORP in Europe—a growing movement 
by Howard Zehr 
In England, two brothers are appre-
hended for snatching a handbag 
f rom a frail, elderly woman. A meet-
ing between offenders and victim 
ends with both men in tears. "You're 
just like my gran," says 22-year-old 
Robert as he puts his arm around the 
victim. 
A Swiss prisoner is encouraged to 
write to his victim. After an exchange 
of letters, he meets with the taxi 
driver he shot. In that meeting, the 
taxi driver and his wife describe the 
t rauma of the crime. The prisoner 
asks for and is granted forgiveness. 
Reconciliation between victim and 
offender is happening, not just in 
North America, but in Europe as 
well. Pope John Paul II's act of 
r econc i l i a t ion in meet ing with 
Mehmet Ali Agca, his would-be-
assassin, is a powerful symbol. Ef-
forts to bring victims and offenders 
together are springing up in many 
countries. 
Last fall I experienced some of 
these developments firsthand. In 
October, I was the only North Amer-
ican to participate in an all-European 
probation conference held in Karls-
ruhe, West Germany, focusing on 
"victim-offender reparation." 
Following that gathering, which 
brought together about 60 represent-
atives f rom 16 European nations, I 
went to England to visit programs 
and participate in several seminars 
with people involved in victim-of-
fender programs. Then, in what was 
for me an important climax to the 
trip, I was able to meet the Pope and 
express my appreciation for his act 
of reconciliation with his attacker. I 
came away from these experiences 
excited about what is happening in 
Europe. 
A wide variety of programs are 
being developed and tested in a 
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number of countries. England has 
the longest history and the largest 
number of programs. In fact, the 
English government is very inter-
ested and has encouraged the further 
development of such projects. This 
may even lead to national legisla-
tion. However, projects are also being 
developed in other countries includ-
ing France, Switzerland, Germany 
and Holland. 
Some of these programs are much 
like our Victim Offender Reconcilia-
tion Programs (VORP) in North 
America. Others focus less on crim-
inal cases and more on community 
mediation programs. And some fit 
neither model. One project for ex-
ample, started by an English prison 
chaplain, brings groups of interested 
victims into prison for a series of 
meetings with groups of offenders 
but does not attempt to match of-
fenders with their victims. 
This variety reflects, in part, dif-
fering histories, cultures, legal sys-
tems and interests. The variety of 
programs reflects a more experi-
mental approach to victim-offender 
reconciliation. Many programs are 
seen as pilot projects, as in France 
where three cities have been targeted 
for projects. 
Although there is still some con-
fusion of terminology and concepts, 
many programs represent a central 
concern to take seriously victim as 
well as offender needs and to en-
courage direct, mediated encounters 
between the two. Most are concerned 
in some way with reparation of 
wounds and relationships. 
While many North American pro-
grams are operated by independent 
organizations and groups, European 
p rograms f requent ly have some 
governmental sponsorship. With this 
organizational base, it is not surpris-
ing that many of the European pro-
grams have a secular tone. I was 
pleased, though, to find significant 
Christian involvement and motiva-
tion in the movement. At the Karls-
ruhe conference, for example, a stir-
ring paper by an English chief proba-
tion officer traced the origins of the 
victim-offender reconciliation con-
cept to the Old Testament prophets' 
concept of justice. 
I was pleasantly surprised by still 
another common element—a readi-
ness on the part of many to extend 
the implications of victim-offender 
reconciliation to a reexamination of 
our basic understanding of crime, 
the importance of victim-offender 
relationships, and the inappropriate-
ness of a primarily punitive response 
were acknowledged by many. The 
biblical concept of "making things 
right" was frequently heard. 
The North America V O R P model 
has played a role in this European 
movement, but it is difficult to iden-
tify clearly just what that role has 
been. Without doubt, V O R P has 
helped to encourage and shape ef-
forts there; many English sources 
trace their ideas in part to what they 
call the "Mennonite" V O R P model, 
and several important English pilot 
programs are based directly on ours. 
European interest in V O R P has 
been significant, and V O R P has 
been an important demonstration 
that reconciliation is possible between 
victim and offender. I suspect that 
V O R P has also played an important 
role in causing the language of 
reconciliation to enter criminal jus-
tice circles. 
However, there is also evidence of 
indigenous roots and forces giving 
rise to the movement in Europe. 
V O R P can also be seen as part of a 
wider interest in mediat ion and 
"reparation" throughout the western 
world. 
Exciting things are happening to 
the idea of victim-offender reconcil-
iation; ripples of interest and ideas 
are moving outward f rom various 
sources, joining one another, creat-
ing waves. But will the ripples con-
tinue to spread or will they die out? 
The victim-offender reconciliation 
movement faces some hard ques-
tions in the next few years. Will 
funding continue? Can such goals as 
reconciliation and restoration oper-
ate in a system that focuses primarily 
on punishment? Will the reconcilia-
tion movement lead to a new, more 
biblical understanding of justice or is 
it just another fad, doomed to be-
come an historical footnote? The 
next few years will be decisive. • 
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Study guide available for 
proposed Christian Peacemaker Teams 
In the past, Mennonites and Brethren 
in Christ have heard the call to a 
renewed peace witness in the face of 
international crises. 
Today our churches face another crit-
ical moment in peacemaking history. 
We are engulfed by an ever escalating 
arms race. Nuclear holocaust threatens 
the future. Violence and terror stalk the 
earth. Again, as a people of peace, we 
ask what God is calling us to do. One 
new creative possibility that we as a 
people have not fully tried to develop is 
a biblical approach to non-violent direct 
action. 
A proposal for such an approach was 
presented late last year to the Council of 
Moderators and Secretaries of the Men-
nonite and Brethren in Christ Churches, 
who endorsed the idea in principle and 
appointed a committee to develop the 
proposal and share it with the various 
constituencies for discussion. 
The proposal suggests that the Men-
nonite and Brethren in Christ Churches 
of North America establish a new peace 
initiative (anticipating eventual broader 
Christian involvement) called Christian 
Peacemaker Teams (CPT). 
The goal of the CPT would be to 
witness to Jesus Christ as they seek to 
identify with the suffering, promote 
peace, reduce violence, identify with 
those caught in violence and oppression, 
and foster justice by using the tech-
niques of non-violent direct action. In 
situations of conflict between nations or 
societal groups within nations, CPT 
would place a body of praying, well-
trained Christians in the midst of war-
ring parties or groups in order to foster 
shalom. By standing between hostile 
groups, documenting and reporting 
atrocities and human rights violations, 
and challenging evil by the physical 
presence of praying Christians, CPT 
would hope to promote peace, justice 
and freedom. 
Challenging racism, injustice and prep-
aration for nuclear war in North Amer-
ica would be central to CPTs. Teams 
could promote alternatives to nuclear 
war and military defense through re-
search, action and education. 
Chile would be an example of a pos-
sible international setting where a CPT 
could help. A group of Chileans with 
strong support from the church leader-
ship have developed an anti-torture 
organization. They locate the torture 
centers used by the government and 
then hold prayer meetings in front of 
these centers, appealing to the govern-
ment to stop the torture. All those 
involved are trained in the techniques of 
non-violence and can cite examples 
where police officers were deeply moved 
by the love expressed as members of this 
group were arrested. Outside involve-
ment is welcome. A CPT could assist 
such an organization. 
The starting point for CPT is biblical 
obedience to Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord. The foundation is commitment to 
the Incarnate One who gently loved his 
enemies as he vigorously cleansed the 
temple, and criticized unjust leaders as 
foxes, hypocrites and snakes (Luke 
13:31-32; Matthew 23:13-33). Christians 
give themselves for others in obedience 
to their Redeemer who gave Himself for 
the sins of the world. 
It has been suggested that the pro-
gram could start with 100-200 volun-
teers. Five months of intensive training 
and discipleship would be a crucial fac-
tor in preparing volunteers for a two-
year period of service. Training would 
include inward spiritual disciplines, the 
techniques of non-violent direct action, 
physical fitness, exploration of the his-
tory and culture of the area of service 
and language study. 
Each volunteer would be supported 
by a Faithful Witness Group in a local 
congregation. This small group would 
surround the person with prayer, pro-
vide regular encouragement via corre-
spondence, and help raise necessary fi-
nancial support. 
The Council of Moderators and Secre-
taries ask that this basic concept be 
prayerfully and carefully examined by 
the church. To facilitate this, a short 
booklet has been prepared, giving details 
and a response form which can be used 
in small groups for study and prayer. 
For the booklet, write to: Christian 
Peacemaker Teams, 21 South 12th 
Street, Akron, PA 17501; or Christian 
Peacemaker Teams, 201-1483 Pembina 
Highway, Winnipeg, MB R3T 2C8. B 
Receives wide attention 
Over 6,000 copies of "A Modest Pro-
posal" have been circulated in the U.S., 
Canada, Africa, Central America, 
Europe, and Japan since MCC pro-
duced the poster in mid-1984. Requests 
continue to come in. 
"The poster's popularity is phenom-
enal," reports John Stoner, executive 
secretary of MCC U.S. Peace Section, 
ho had the original concept for the pos-
ter. He credits the peace covenant idea 
to the late M. R. Zigler, Church of the 
Brethren peace activist. 
"This idea is so elementary, at first 
thought almost embarrassing in its sim-
plicity," says Stoner. "But so far in his-
tory the Christians of the world have not 
agreed that they will not kill each other." 
The 18"x22" posters are available 
from MCC, Box M, Akron, PA 17501 
for $1 each or $5 for eight copies. The 
same message is also available on post-
cards and 8'/2"xl 1" fliers. 
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Person-to-person or station-to-station? 
The missionary cafl 
by Howard A. SnyHor 
The process of becoming a mis-
sionary, under the prevailing volun-
tary recruitment system, begins large-
ly with the individual. John Q. Chris-
tian becomes aware of the missionary 
challenge, senses a concern, and feels 
some degree of call. As his concern 
grows into a deep persuasion that 
God wants him to be a missionary, 
he contacts the mission boards he 
knows most about and makes appli-
cation. If accepted he receives ap-
pointment and eventually ends up 
overseas. 
But the pattern is open to a major 
criticism: the recruiting process cen-
ters on individual believers, rather 
than the church. Thus recruitment is 
a highly individualistic process in 
which the koinonia (fellowship) of 
the local congregation plays no role 
or only a very minor one. 
What insights can we gain f rom 
Scripture to help us bring back this 
thrust to our churches today? It 
seems to me that at least five princi-
ples emerge f rom the biblical ac-
counts. 
1. The choosing and sending of 
missionaries is uniquely the work of 
the Holy Spirit. From the beginning 
God has been "sending for th" his 
Spirit to do his work. But he seldom 
does that work independently of 
human beings. He calls, fills, and 
sends his servants, and then does his 
mighty works through them. 
The Old Testament prophets were 
chosen and sent by the Spirit of God. 
Howard Snyder is pastoral coordinator of 
the Irving Park Free Methodist Church in 
Chicago. Excerpted from Forget the Pith 
Helmet, edited by Doug Wicks ® 1984 by 
Moody Press. Used by permission. 
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Jesus said he had been sent by the 
Spirit. He emphasized to his disci-
ples that they would be empowered 
and sent by the Holy Spirit "to the 
end of the earth." The book of Acts 
is the story of God's Spirit choosing, 
equipping, sending, and working 
through his missionaries. 
What has this got to do with mis-
sionary recruitment? Two things. 
First, it reminds us that the Spirit 
knows what is needed in each mis-
sionary situation. Long before we 
do, he knows the needs and culture 
of the people who will receive the 
gospel, and he knows precisely which 
missionaries should be sent. 
Second, the Spirit supplies the 
necessary gifts for missionary minis-
try. Missions is always intimately 
tied to the gifts of the Spirit, the 
charismata. The Spirit gifts people 
to be his missionaries, and their min-
istry is largely one of sharing their 
gifts with those who need them. This 
does not mean that training is unnec-
essary, of course. It does mean that 
training is secondary to—and based 
upon—the gifts God gives, and that 
identifying missionary gifts should 
be a primary consideration in mis-
sionary recruitment. 
2. The Holy Spirit normally works 
through the believing community. 
This is important. In the Old Testa-
ment God frequently raised up very 
"individualistic" prophets and sent 
them to Israel or the surrounding 
nations. But in the New Testament 
the church has become "a kingdom 
of priests" and a prophetic people to 
carry the gospel to the nations. 
Therefore, the believing communi-
ty—both the local congregation and 
the missionary sending agency (if 
other than the local church)—ought 
to be a "mission training center." It 
should focus on disciple-building 
and "equipping God's people for the 
work of ministry." When the church 
functions as it did at Antioch or as 
pictured in Ephesians 4:1-16, foreign 
missionary service becomes one 
aspect of a whole body ministry. 
3. Within God's "missionaryplan" 
there is a place for voluntary com-
mitment. True Christian community 
does not wash out one's individual-
ity; it refines it and forms it on the 
anvil of Spirit-led interpersonal rela-
tionships. When Jesus called the 
original Twelve, each had to decide 
whether to become a disciple or not. 
The New Testament missionaries 
were strong individuals, but they 
were not lone entrepreneurs. 
Just as the missionary should not 
launch out independently of the 
church, so also the local church 
should be careful that the prospec-
tive missionary has genuinely heard 
the voice of God and has made his 
own willing commitment to mis-
sionary service. 
4. The missionary task of the 
local church begins with discerning 
the Spirit's leading. As in Jerusalem 
and Antioch, so also today local 
churches should seek the mind of the 
Spirit both as to the missionary task 
to be done and the specific persons 
to carry it out. 
On a practical level, a young per-
son considering missionary work 
should become immersed in the life 
of a local community of believers. 
Normally this means being part of a 
vital local church. Since many local 
churches are not alive to missions, 
however, the young person may 
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need to join some form of subcom-
munity where the missionary Spirit 
is at work. The important thing is 
that young people coming alive to 
missions should not separate them-
selves f rom a local community of 
believers or act independently of 
them. They should share their con-
cern with Christian brothers and sis-
ters and ask for help in discerning 
the mind and gifts of the Spirit. 
5. The Spirit, the Word, and the 
church all have a part in preparing 
and sending the missionary. Many 
missionaries are woefully unprepared 
for missionary service when they 
land on the foreign field. They may 
be well educated and have acquired 
technical skills related to their work, 
but too often they have never really 
been discipled. They have not really 
learned to put into practice the "all 
things" Jesus spoke of in the Great 
Commission—and yet they are ex-
pected to transmit these to others. 
The worst thing that can happen 
to a missionary is to wind up on the 
field unsure of his gifts and role and 
without an intimate, supportive fel-
lowship with which he can fully 
communicate needs and concerns. 
This need not happen if churches 
will recruit and send missionaries 
according to the same dynamics that 
operated in the New Testament 
church. • 
SEMILLA: Seeds sprouting along the Emmaus road 
by Amzie Yoder 
"Why haven't we been doing this long 
ago?" "It's urgent that our own people 
(the Anabaptist churches) really know 
our faith . . . it's so biblical . . . why 
many of the basic teachings of the evan-
gelical churches arose in the radical 
reformation of our Anabaptist fore-
fathers!" 
"Please get more of our own history 
and theology into Spanish. We're read-
ing everyone else's theology but the 
Anabaptist approach to life and the 
Scriptures makes so much more sense in 
Central America today!" "The social 
situations we face today and those con-
fronted by the 16th century Anabaptists 
are incredibly similar!" 
These are typical questions and com-
ments that Central America Anabaptist 
pastors and leaders, men and women, 
are raising as we travel together on an 
Emmaus journey. They are cautiously 
lifting the wrappings from their care-
fully pre-packaged Christian faith. 
The awareness is growing that often 
Anabaptist churches have simply been 
following other evangelicals. Almost 
everyone has been tied up exclusively 
with "salvation and damnation" ques-
tions, neatly separated from the realities 
of the daily struggles of living. At times 
it seems as if the evangelical patterns of 
ministry as well as leadership training 
programs have unwittingly conspired 
with cultural, political and economic 
factors to perpetuate the status quo. 
For many decades most Central 
American countries have had strong-
handed military or dictatorial-type 
governments. These leadership patterns 
seem to have influenced the church 
structures unduly and many evangelical 
pastors see themselves as having exclu-
sive rights to congregational ministry 
and administration. 
Since there is not much feeling of 
community or commitment to one 
another, witness and service are felt to 
be competitive and lose vitality. Wor-
ship is performed by the "experts" and 
soon becomes just another routine that 
is endured or abandoned by most. Faith 
seems irrelevant to life or becomes prac-
tically non-existent for many second 
and third generation believers. 
A response to this concern for an 
ongoing Christian faith that is relevant 
is the Anabaptist-oriented leadership 
training program known as SEMILLA. 
"SEMILLA," an acronym meaning 
"seed," is derived from "Seminario Min-
isterial de Liderazgo Anabautista-Meno-
nita" (Ministerial Seminary for Ana-
baptist-Mennonite Leaders). It is a uni-
fied leadership training effort of 10 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ na-
tional church organizations in the Cen-
tral American area—an area that 
stretches from Mexico to Panama with 
approximately 10,000 Mennonites and 
Brethren in Christ. 
Major subsidy in the form of scholar-
ships^ comes from six conferences and 
mission boards that relate to them. They 
are Brethren in Christ Missions, Eastern 
Mennonite Board of Missions, Evangel-
ical Mennonite Conference of Canada, 
Franconia Mennonite Conference, Men-
nonite Brethren Missions/Services and 
Rosedale Mennonite Missions. 
These sponsoring groups are linked 
to SEMILLA through its board of 
directors, which consists of a delegate 
from each country. This board deter-
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mines the overall policies and proce-
dures to follow and names a director to 
coordinate the total study program. It 
has now also selected a part-time dean 
to begin late this year. 
The SEMILLA project is a decentral-
ized program of study and disciplined 
reflection that attempts to combine the 
best elements of a residential study pro-
gram and theological education by ex-
tension. 
The program consists of assigned 
investigation and three or four intensive 
seminars annually that are repeated in 
four to six countries. The curriculum 
includes 36 courses for the "bachille-
rato" (Bible school) level and 18 addi-
tional ones for the "licenciatura" (uni-
versity) level. Reading and writing as-
signments in preparation for each two-
week seminar require 80-100 hours of 
study. 
Seminars are held in countries where 
there are at least 10 qualified students, 
with smaller numbers from neighboring 
countries joining them. Between semi-
nars, each student is expected to partici-
pate in regular encounters of study-
dialogue with his country's group of 
SEMILLA students. 
The people who teach SEMILLA 
courses are crucial to the whole project. 
Recommended and approved by the 
board, professors are selected on the 
basis of their mature spiritual and minis-
terial experience and well-defined Ana-
baptist convictions. They are to have at 
least a master's degree academic level, 
must speak Spanish fluently and be 
well-informed of the complicated, diffi-
cult situations confronting the church in 
Central America. 
At this writing, nine different courses 
have been taken for credit by 151 stu-
dents from nine countries. Another 120 
students audited courses, primarily the 
evening ones. Among the students have 
been nearly 50 pastors and six Bible 
institute directors. 
The number of women students 
jumped from 33 in 1984 to 61 in 1985. 
Some of the men have had difficulty in 
accepting that the women are among the 
most dedicated and insightful students. 
Other professions represented among 
the students are agronomists, business 
owners, secretaries, bankers, home-
makers, lawyers, doctors, nurses, ac-
countants, salespersons, engineers, and 
educators, as well as several high school 
and university students. 
The SEMILLA participants them-
selves have done most of the promotion, 
since they really value these advanced 
biblical, theological and historical stud-
ies. The clue to their attraction seems to 
be that they are given in and from a 
Latin American context and perspec-
tive. They are relevant not only due to 
the expertise of the professor, but 
through the realities of the students. 
The course procedures include disci-
plined reflection in small groups and the 
professor serves as a specialist and guide. 
The students are taking ownership of 
conclusions that are reached, which 
gives life and meaning to their faith. 
The 1984-85 teaching staff included 
two seminary professors, Hugo Zorrilla, 
now a missionary in Spain, and Laverne 
Rutschman; two college professors, Ron 
Collins at Goshen College and C. Arnold 
Snyder at Conrad Grebel College; two 
Central American women, Conception 
Villeda of Guatemala and Anny Blanco 
de Vargas of Costa Rica; two SEMILLA 
staff persons, Gilberto Flores and Amzie 
Yoder in Guatemala City; and eight 
Mexican and Central American 
SEMILLA student-teachers. 
The general response to SEMILLA 
has been both exciting and demanding. 
The sharing and interchange by church 
leaders from these various Anabaptist 
groups and countries has greatly enriched 
their learning experiences. 
Strong affirmation is given to this 
alternative to sending leaders to educa-
tional institutions in alienating cultural 
context and life situations. The costs are 
a mere fraction of what they would be in 
North American institutions, and there 
is little risk of indirectly encouraging the 
"brain drain" from Central to North 
America. 
The sharp hierarchical divisions be-
tween clergy and laity is diminishing. 
The churches as a whole are establishing 
their own identity as biblical Christians 
who are responsible to their own people 
in their own culture and time. And this 
in spite of the risk of being misunder-
stood both by fellow Christians and 
non-believers. 
This kind of leadership training does 
have the disadvantage of taking more 
time. One of the board members, a 
middle-aged businessman, quipped, 
"Surely SEMILLA will supply us with 
walking canes when some of us walk up 
to receive our diploma!" • 
Greg Rider 
c ^ ^ o l l e c t i n g trash, eating Chinese 
food in a renovated gas station, listening 
to two girls argue about who gets the 
most dates, counting the hours until five 
o'clock, telling your boss you smashed 
into the back of a parked car, explaining 
what the Brethren in Christ believe to 
questioning college students as your 
laryngitis worsens—all typical experi-
ences in the life of a VSer. Well, at least 
in the life of this VSer. 
At the start of my second stint as a 
voluntary service administrative assist-
ant, I reflect on my first term of VS. In 
such moments of self-reflection, we see 
how the Holy Spirit has been transform-
ing us into Christ's image, often to our 
surprise. We see how he has brought 
growth, maturity, and character. I thank 
the Lord for such growth and for my 
first term of VS that provided an aware-
ness of missions, a utilization of gifts, 
and spiritual development. 
Working in a missions office exposes 
one to the importance of missions. A 
keen vision for missions is not an option 
for the believer with a true heart for 
Christ. In examining the Bible, I am 
impressed with the action verbs Jesus 
uses: go, feed, pray, love, hear, obey, 
praise. As members of Christ's body we 
should be busy doing his work. 
In doing this work—whether through 
involvement in people's lives, in our 
devotions, or in the local church—we 
Greg Rider, a 1984 graduate of Messiah 
College, works in the Mount Joy (Pa.) mis-
sions office. He is in his second term as a 
voluntary service administrative assistant. 
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back to my life with a simpler set of 
ideals and values. Here again was an 
alternative to the way the world works, 
for the money I gained in my regular job 
did not add to my happiness: overall I 
was more unhappy. 
Being back in the missions office for a 
second term has restored some of that 
lost happiness. It has also brought me 
closer to friends, church, and a com-
mitment for overseas service. 
I choose now to live a simpler life that 
opposes the trappings of material suc-
cess. I still struggle and fight with mate-
rialism and other forms of worldliness; I 
certainly have not arrived at the pinna-
cle of godliness. 
There's a battle raging 
inside me 
it's a holy struggle 
And it won't let go of me. 
Sure it's tough and I won't deny it 
I don't want to waste my life hiding 
I just want to live right. 
(From Amy Grant's song "Fight" 
in her album Unguarded) 
But I choose now to adopt values and 
standards of the Brethren in Christ. 
Most important of all, I choose even 
more to be one of the faithful in Christ 
Jesus. b 
Mount Joy missions office 
Reflections of a VSer 
find his will for us. As I renew my mind 
daily, I am "able to test and approve 
what God's will is—his good, pleasing 
and perfect will" (Romans 12:2). 
Attending the Urbana '84 student 
missions convention as a missions repre-
sentative overwhelmed me. It instilled 
excitement within me for missions. What 
a joy to share the concern for Christ's 
global cause with thousands of other 
young adults. For the first time I saw the 
need for the gospel in all places. I heard 
from those who plant, cultivate, and 
harvest the seed of the gospel. I realized 
that being a young Christian dedicated 
to missions did not mean fitting the mis-
sionary stereotype: wearing mismatched 
out-of-date clothes and conversing about 
the jungle all the time! (Whew, what a 
relief!) 
I believe that God led me into VS to 
use my gifts and abilities. My experience 
at Messiah College as a writer and copy 
editor with the yearbook helped me to 
write articles, letters, and speeches in the 
office. I thank the Lord for writing skills 
and the opportunity to use them. Even 
my Oral Communications course proved 
useful in preparing speeches to churches 
on tentmaking missions. 
More important than the use of my 
gifts were the opportunities for spiritual 
development. Weekly staff devotions, 
VSer Bible studies, and missions prayer 
times all brought me to a closer walk 
with the Lord. It is a great privilege to 
participate in such activities in the work-
place. 
My close friendship with roommate 
Phil Byers brought me face-to-face with 
what God requires in my daily life. See-
ing Phil model a godly lifestyle spoke to 
my heart and prompted me to action 
more than anything else. Our many 
serious and not-so-serious dialogues 
answered questions I had about living as 
vibrant disciples of Christ in the modern 
age. Living and working with Phil also 
taught me that the best way I can make 
Christ known is by investing myself in 
others. 
Another aspect of the nurture of my 
spirit was my involvement with the local 
by Greg Rider 
church. I discovered again the joy of 
worship and fellowship as expressions 
of the church body. How good it is to 
join with and develop ministries in this 
church and to partake in valuable friend-
ships. I praise the Lord for the Cross 
Roads Church! 
At the end of my first term I moved to 
a full-time paid position at a group 
home for deaf, mentally retarded adults 
in my hometown of Lititz. I told the 
Lord I was ready for a challenge, but I 
wasn't sure that this was the challenge 
that I wanted. I experienced frustration 
and emotional anxiety working with 
people who cannot function with a level 
of independence appropriate for their 
age level. As a result I needed to draw on 
the Lord for strength and agape love 
every hour, literally! 
As I drew on the Lord, I gained a new 
appreciation for his encouraging and 
refreshing response. I found myself grow-
ing more and more in the Lord and in 
his body, the church, and turning away 
from the world and its system. Before 
long I knew I had to find a job more 
fitted to my priorities. A second term of 
VS would help me bring those priorities 
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"I Also Was Ten" 
Mim Stern, Zambia 
Ten-year-old Kiran lives across the 
hall, the daughter of an Indian doctor. 
Being an avid reader, she often borrows 
books from us. 
When she came the Monday morning 
after the second Sunday of Advent, I 
told her about the Advent candles on the 
coffee table, and invited her to come 
back in the afternoon . . . We'd light 
the two candles and sing carols. 
She came early. It was raining heavily 
and the lit candles created a very cozy 
atmosphere. I explained that the second 
candle, being red, was symbolic of our 
salvation through the blood of Jesus. 
That was really why he came—to die for 
us. But we must receive him. 
She asked, "Sometimes I pray, 'God 
help me.' Is that the same as receiving 
Jesus?" 
I explained it was not—there was 
much more. We read together John 1:1-
14. I could see she was getting the 
impact, and we had to go on. Finally I 
asked, "Do you want to receive Jesus 
now?' She readily said that she did, and 
that day Kiran was born again. 
She popped in often during pre-
Christmas days. Helping decorate gin-
gerbread men gave an opportunity to 
talk more about her newfound faith, 
and her friends' reactions to her refusal 
to join in their wrong behavior. She has 
already worked through one book on 
spiritual guidance for new Christians, 
and is now into one for teenagers. 
Then I remembered, I also was ten 
when I "made my start," but she seems 
to understand much more than I did. 
A Church Growing 
Daniel Deyhle, Japan 
In our local church at Nagoya, we see 
spiritual growth and some numerical 
increase. During the seasonal "low," we 
were surprised by the steady attendance 
and some newcomers. More than 30 
adults have attended at least two or 
three times during the last quarter. I 
recently read that if a Japanese attends a 
church service and comes back a second 
time, you should have faith to claim him 
for the kingdom. By the prayer and 
planning going on, it is evident that our 
whole group is encouraged by the in-
creased interest, and is stepping up 
efforts in preparation for larger minis-
try. At a recent meeting which included 
men and women, they spent time shar-
ing their vision for the church—plans 
for the near future and wider plans for a 
few years ahead. This includes starting a 
land and building fund. All this action 
makes us want to stay, but it also shows 
us it is time to let others carry on. 
Since I just returned from the Hayama 
Men's Missionary Conference, I want to 
share an exciting report. The theme was 
"Church Planting in Japan." For years, 
missionaries in Japan have been strug-
gling with slow church growth, and try-
ing to discover the key to the Japanese 
heart that would make them more recep-
tive, even eager for the gospel. 
Looking at Korea, Japan's closest 
neighbor, a country of Buddhist tradi-
MWC begins publication 
of new magazine 
Mennonite World Conference has 
announced the publication of the first 
issue of Courier, a 16-page magazine 
focusing on the worldwide Mennonite 
church. The new quarterly will take the 
place of the former MWC Newsletter, 
which was discontinued after the 1984 
Strasbourg assembly. 
The magazine is being launched par-
ticularly at the request of overseas 
churches, says MWC Executive Secre-
tary Paul Kraybill. In an introductory 
editorial he writes: 
"Our information channels follow 
well-worn tracks. Missionaries report to 
their home constituencies. Conference 
members talk to themselves in their own 
publications. The shape is that of a 
wheel, when it should be a web or grid 
with intersecting lines. Information flows 
along the spokes of the wheel to the 
North American or European agencies 
18 
and centers. Little is passed from Africa 
to Latin America or even across a conti-
nent such as Asia." 
Courier's scope of interest will be two-
fold, focusing both on developments 
concerning Mennonite World Confer-
ence itself and on news of the worldwide 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
church. The magazine will be sent to 
Anabaptist church officials and General 
Council members worldwide, as well as 
to North Americans who have expressed 
special interest in the work of MWC. 
To foster an even flow of informa-
tion, a worldwide network of corre-
sponding editors is being established. 
Among the writers featured in the 
first issue is Philip Mudenda (Brethren 
in Christ from Zambia), writing on the 
church's response to the crisis in south-
ern Africa. Also included are articles by 
James Liu, retired schoolteacher of the 
People's Republic of China, on his own 
experiences and the life of the Chinese 
church today; by historian C. J. Dyck 
on the origin and history of Mennonite 
World Conference; by R. S. Lemuel on 
the Mennonite churches of India; plus a 
variety of news reports related to the 
worldwide Mennonite church. 
According to Kraybill, "Courier is 
designed for news, feature articles, re-
ports, statements, announcements, book 
notices, personal profiles, statistical and 
directory information," and also "occa-
sional articles of historical or theological 
significance." 
David Shelly, editor of publications 
for Mennonite World Conference, serves 
as editor of Courier, and will also edit 
Correo, a Spanish-language sister pub-
lication due to begin circulation in the 
second quarter of 1986. 
The addition of other languages will 
await sufficient financial and personnel 
resources, according to Kraybill, who 
notes that the large majority of Menno-
nite and Brethren in Christ leadership 
persons are able to read either English 
or Spanish. 
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tion, we see an example of a church 
where thousands are coming to know 
the Lord. Many are asking, "Why can't 
that happen here? What is wrong with 
Japan? or the church? or missionaries?' 
We look around at other small churches 
and wonder where we can find models 
of growing Japanese churches. 
At Hayama I heard encouraging news 
from missionary Leo Kaylor, who has 
worked for 30 years in the mining city of 
Omuta, on Kyushu Island just south of 
our Yamaguchi Ken churches. For 25 
years, Kaylor and a Japanese co-worker 
named Mizoguchi worked together to 
evangelize the people, and to establish a 
church which had grown to 350 mem-
bers. This is very large by Japanese 
standards. In November, 1983, Mrs. 
Mizoguchi had a vision that "the fields 
are ripe and ready for harvest." In the 
short time since, they have baptized 
1,600 people! 
What is the secret of this miraculous 
growth? (I was waiting for you to ask!) 
According to Kaylor, the Christians 
pray a lot; each is responsible to evange-
lize; new believers are immediately bap-
tized; and they daily exercise "signs and 
wonders." Yes, they are charismatic. 
They are proving to the masses that the 
Holy Spirit is more powerful than the 
other spirits which have ensnared Japan 
for centuries. Their church is branching 
out, and if they continue to grow at the 
present rate, it will not be long before all 
of Japan will have to take notice. How 
will our Brethren in Christ churches 
here respond? What will the churches 
back home say? 
Course Offerings 
in Bogota 
Bob Geiger, Colombia 
When we announced our introduc-
tory concert in December, we also dis-
tributed a letter to every apartment tell-
ing the people of the different courses we 
wanted to offer. As a result, we are now 
in the middle of several ministries. 
January 11, we started a micro-soccer 
league for children, ages 8 to 12. Only 
two people showed up for the first meet-
ing, but by the time I sent them out to 
talk to their friends, who talked to their 
Book Review 
In The Gap, by David Bryant (Madi-
son, Wise.: Inter-Varsity Missions, Inter-
Varsity Christian Fellowship, 1979). Re-
viewed by Linda Stern. 
In The Gap is a good basic primer for 
those who know nothing about mis-
sions, and it is also an excellent resource 
for those who have made missions a 
lifestyle. Readers of every level will find 
in this book much that will stimulate 
and expand their vision. 
Taking his title from Ezekiel 22:30, 
David Bryant defines the Gap. It is the 
Gap between all that God is and all that 
we are, the Gap between God's original 
intention for humanity and Jesus' final 
restoration. The Gap is a very personal 
issue with God, so personal that he sac-
rificed his own Son to fill it. Therefore it 
needs to become a personal issue for his 
people as well, since God is committed 
to reaching the unreached in a very per-
sonal way: through us. 
The subtitle, "What It Means To Be 
A World Christian," states the theme. In 
The Gap is not limited to missionaries; 
"every Christian is meant to be a World 
Christian, whether you physically 'go' or 
'stay at home' to provide the sacrificial 
love . . . that backs the witness of 
those who 'go'." 
Since the book sees missions as an 
integral part of every Christian's disci-
pleship, its scope is broader than that of 
traditional missions books. Bryant quotes 
Ralph Winter: "Christianity does not 
remain healthy among those who are 
not actively trying to give it away to 
people at a cultural distance." He is 
excited about what God is already doing 
in the Gap and about the opportunities 
each Christian has to become involved 
with God's work. His enthusiasm is con-
tagious, and it is an enthusiasm we all 
need to catch. In The Gap is an excellent 
tool for any Christian to use in catching 
that global vision. 
friends, we had close to 15. Now we are 
up to almost 20.1 give a short devotional 
between the two hours of practice and 
playing. Dario, a recent convert, coaches 
the children. This gives him a ministry 
and takes a lot off my shoulders. Dario 
also brought friend Jose to help teach 
the children. I haven't had a chance to 
talk with him yet, so I do not know 
where he stands with the Lord. Pray that 
Jose will come to the Lord and follow 
him vigorously. We pray that through 
the children we may be able to talk with 
their parents. 
January 7, Carol started classes for 
pregnant women. We have three women 
coming and two of them brought their 
husbands last time. This is an ideal 
opportunity for ministering to the cou-
ple. The one woman who did not bring 
her husband has asked that Carol be 
present with her at birth. You can see the 
kind of emotional impact that we can 
have on the couples as we help them out 
with this phase of their lives. We desire 
to share Christ with them at the appro-
priate place and time. 
Monday, January 13, we started a 
Vacation Bible School. In the letter we 
told them what we were going to do— 
that we would teach parables from the 
Scripture as well as singing and staging 
puppet shows to help in moral devel-
opment. This brought the most phone 
calls. We limited it to 15 because it is 
held in our apartment. Usually the 
mother comes to get the children, and 
we have a good time of visiting. 
We started a Bible study before the 
Christmas holidays. We have nine peo-
ple who are very interested. They are 
either Christians who want to start 
something here, or one or two who are 
very interested in Christianity and want 
to attend a Bible study. We pray that 
these nine people will attend regularly, 
and that each will invite or talk to 
another person about what God is doing 
in their lives. 
In the apartment building we left, I 
am building a good relationship with the 
widow of the Supreme Court Justice 
who was killed in November. She has 
become a Christian, and is really draw-
ing close to the Lord through all of this. 
Her name is Fannie. She is talking about 
starting a Bible study with her friends 
and wants me to lead it. I would be 
overjoyed if it came together, as I could 
see the beginnings of a second church 
here if it is what God wants. I pray that 
Fannie will invite her friends and that 
they will respond positively. I am con-
cerned that I not do too many things 
badly rather than one thing well. On the 
other hand, I don't want to miss an 
opportunity that God is giving. I have a 
lot of open doors. 
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The Board for Congregational Life announces 
Celebration, Motivation, Integration 
"Stages of Singleness" 
A single's convention for a[l singles, 
20 years and older 
• Choose from three locations and dates: 
November 28-30,1986 Mt. Carmel Retreat Centre 
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada 
January 2-4,1987 Tamiment Resort 
Poconos, Pa. 
March 20-22,1987 Campus Crusade International 
Arrowhead Springs, Calif. 
• Key issues addressed such as: 
Stages of singleness 
Sexuality and singleness 
Single parenting 
Single again/Widowed, separated, or divorced 
Roles in the church 
Finances and stewardship 
Relationships 
Decision making 
• Other features include: 
Psychodrama with Frank Fimiano 
Group singing and music by Monique Tute 
Dynamic speakers 
Workshops, small group interaction 
Recreation and relaxation 
Excellent accommodations and meals 
Worship celebration and communion 
Watch for brochures in your church, or contact the BCL office: 
Ken Letner, Box 163, Mount Joy, PA 17552 
Sandi Fretz, 305-232 King St. N., Waterloo, Ont. Canada N2J 2Y7 
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(^fwrck News 
Allegheny Conference 
The Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., 
observed Youth Week, February 2-9. Using the 
theme "Growing Up Is Hard to Do," the youth 
took charge of aspects of the Sunday school and 
morning worship hours, as well as enjoying sled-
ding, a gym night, a film, and other activities. • 
The Big Valley, Belleville, Pa., Christ's Crusaders 
held a mini-revival, February 13-16, with Rev. 
Hermon Noll, evangelist, and the Mason family, 
musicians. The congregation also held a mission-
ary conference, March 1-2, with speaker Louis 
Cober. 
The Ladies Missionary Fellowship of the Car-
lisle, Pa., congregation recently hosted a program 
with speaker Evamae Crist, author of Take This 
House which deals with her hospitality shown to a 
Vietnamese family of nine. • The Cedar Grove 
congregation, Mifflintown, Pa., also observed 
Youth Day, February 2, with young people teach-
ing all Sunday school classes through high school 
age. Earl Robb was guest speaker for the day. 
The Clarence Center, New York, congregation 
initiated a new governing structure in their Febru-
ary church board meeting. Clarence Center has 
also invited Paul Leubner to be full-time youth 
pastor beginning May 15. • The Clear Creek 
church, Everett, Pa., recently hosted Charles and 
Ruth Lehman who spoke about the Paxton Street 
Home. The missions offering was given to the 
home. • On February 9, the Fairview Avenue 
congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., enjoyed a mis-
sions presentation about Latin America, espe-
cially the tribal people there. Slides and a tape 
message from the Williams family in Costa Rica 
and a word of greeting from Marshall Poe were 
special features. 
The Boys' and Girls' Clubs of the Five Forks 
congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., sponsored a fam-
ily fun night at the YMCA on February 22 with 
swimming, basketball, raquetball, and other activ-
ities. • The Grantham, Pa., congregation had two 
missions projects in February: Grades 1-12 pur-
chased NIV study Bibles for Mim and Pete Stern 
to use in study groups; the adult classes purchased 
periodical subscriptions for Theological College of 
Central Africa. 
The Hollowellcongregation, Waynesboro, Pa., 
recently concluded the showing of the film series 
"Lifestyle Evangelism." • Three people were re-
ceived recently into membership at the Iron 
Springs church, Fairfield, Pa. Rev. and Mrs. 
Charles Norman also ministered in song and 
spoken word during fall spiritual renewal meet-
ings. • The Locust Grove congregation, York, Pa., 
joins the churches reporting participation in the 
spiritual adventure, "50 Days to Welcome Christ 
to Our Church." The goal is to promote personal 
and corporate renewal by increased awareness of 
Christ's presence. 
Several persons in the Martinsburg, Pa., con-
gregation have committed themselves to the sup-
port of Moses Mirandi, Indian church planter. On 
February 23, the church also heard a message 
from Edith Miller, "Opportunities Around Us." • 
The Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation enjoyed a 
missions conference with Fred and Grace Hol-
land, February 8-9. • Rev. Holland, recently 
involved in leading practical visitation and church 
planting training in Zambia, also preached on 
February 2 at the Messiah Village church, Me-
chanicsburg, Pa. 
The Montgomery congregation, Upton, Pa., 
recently enjoyed the Country Gospelaires during 
the Sunday school hour and worship. A baby 
dedication was held in January. • The four-part 
film series "Adventures in Soul-Winning" was 
viewed during February, March, and April at the 
Morning Hour Chapel, East Berlin, Pa. • Pastor 
and Mrs. John Schock of the Mt. Rock congrega-
tion, Shippensburg, Pa., recently attended the 
Ministers and Missionaries Professional Training 
Seminar at the Narramore Christian Foundation 
in Rosemead, Calif. Two people were baptized at 
the Mt. Rock church in a February evening 
service. 
Ten persons recently committed themselves to 
membership in the Souderton, Pa., church. Dale 
Allison was the leader for Spiritual Life Days, 
February 23 to March 2, with services every eve-
ning. • The Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, 
Md., held a Post-Souper Bowl Fellowship on 
February 9. It was followed by a presentation by 
Fred and Grace Holland. 
On February 16, Lester and Martha Martin 
were installed as deacon and wife of the Walkers-
ville, Md., congregation where they had moved to 
help in the church planting. This was the first 
deacon selection for the new congregation, but the 
third time a church has selected the Martins as 
deacon couple. The other two congregations 
where they have served as deacons were Clarence 
Center, N.Y., and Alta Loma, Calif. 
Atlantic Conference 
On February 16, Bishop John A. Byers paid his 
semi-annual visit to the Cross Roads congrega-
tion, Mount Joy, Pa. Keith Chessman, director of 
Rainbow's End shared about his ministry to youth 
on the same day. The church also held revival 
meetings, February 23-26, on the theme "Living 
Faith in a 'Secure' Generation" with R. Donald 
Shafer as speaker. • On February 23, the Eliza-
bethtown, Pa., congregation hosted the Priscilla 
Engle Band in concert. The church aslo held their 
family night and Pinewood Derby on Feb. 12. 
Services are being held for the Hershey, Pa., 
newchurch planting in the basement of the Choco-
late Workers Union Hall. Families from Shenks, 
Elizabethtown, and Skyline View congregations 
are "seed units" for this planting. • The Lancaster, 
Pa., congregation held discipleship meetings, Feb-
ruary 8-12, with speaker Bob Hempy from Alta 
Loma, Calif., ventriloquist Deb Harnish, and the 
musical group "Damascus." Art McPhee, well-
known author and speaker for "The Mennonite 
Hour," led a seminar on friendship evangelism 
February 22. 
Ladies from the Manor congregation, Mount-
ville, Pa., participated in an Atlantic Conference 
Ladies Choir, directed by Emerson Frey, which 
sang at the Cross Roads church, March 9, for the 
Kenbrook Music Event. • A special choir from the 
Millersville, Pa., and Lancaster churches pre-
sented the musical "Man of Destiny" on March 23 
and 26. • The Palmyra, Pa., congregation held its 
Men's Fellowship breakfast on March 16 with 
speaker Dr. Peterson, president of Lebanon Val-
ley College. 
The Pequea, Pa., congregation's February 21 
Sweetheart Banquet featured speaker John Arthur 
Brubaker, strolling musicians, and a spaghetti 
dinner. Luke Keefer, Sr., led March 2-5 spiritual 
growth services on the theme "The Ministry of the 
Holy Spirit in the Life of the Christian." • The 
Women's Ministries of the Refton, Pa., congrega-
tion sponsored a mini-retreat on March 21-22 with 
Kay Bemesderfer from the Ron Susek office as 
speaker. 
Professor Mike Shaker, basketball coach from 
Messiah College, spoke February 9 at the Shenks 
church, Elizabethtown, Pa. The youth provided 
leadership for the morning service, afternoon 
activities, and the evening service. • The Silver-
dale, Pa., congregation enjoyed a "Guess Who's 
Coming for Dessert" on February 23. • The Sky-
line View church, Harrisburg, Pa., held a Lay 
Witness Mission weekend recently. It was pre-
ceded by a 24-hour prayer vigil. 
The Christian Workers' Banquet was held at the 
Speedwell Heights congregation, Lititz, Pa., Feb-
ruary 23, with Jean Moyer from the Parish 
Resource Center as guest speaker. • There was a 
Church Planting Commission "Seed Unit Seminar" 
at Kenbrook Camp, February 14-15. 
Canadian Conference 
On February 23, the Cheapside church, Nanti-
coke, Ont., invited the Springvale congregation to 
an evening of song led by Don McNiven. He gave 
some background and helpful hints on singing 
from the new hymnal. The Cheapside congrega-
tion recently received six new members. • Febru-
ary 16 was "John Pomeroy Sunday" at the Cross 
Roads Memorial congregation, Guelph, Ont. John 
is the Executive Director (Canada) for Africa 
Evangelism Fellowship and is originally from 
Zimbabwe (then, Rhodesia). • New assistant pas-
tor Rob Lofthouse was installed in early 1986 at 
the Falls View church, Niagara Falls, Ont. • 
Henry Ginder was the speaker of the spiritual 
growth series at the Heise Hill congregation, 
Gormley, Ont., in early February. 
The Houghton Youth Group, Langton, Ont., 
reports a busy winter schedule: roller skating with 
the Cheapside, Springvale, and Port Rowan youth 
groups; Hawaiian Night in February; and a winter 
retreat for the Ontario churches, February 21-23. • 
The Port Colborne, Ont., Sunday school classes 
made Chrismons for their Christmas tree, an idea 
they read about in the September 1985 Visitor. On 
March 9, Ross Nigh spoke in the morning service 
about his recent trip to India and Nepal for MCC. 
Ridgemount Community church, Hamilton, 
Ont., planned a talent night on February 22. The 
night included not only music, but displays of art, 
baked goods, knitting, and other handcrafts. The 
congregation also had a family fun night on 
March 18. • The Rosebank, Ont., congregation 
hosted a Bible conference, February 21-23, on the 
theme of stewardship with Dr. Frank Peters. The 
conference concluded on Sunday with the Gra-
ham Sisters Trio, a fellowship meal, and a final 
message on "Stewardship of Relations." • The 
Stayner, Ont., congregation had a cornerstone 
ceremony on December 15. A history of the 
church, sealed in an envelope, was placed behind 
the cornerstone which has the church insignia on 
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it. The first service in the new facilities was in 
February. 
The Wainfleet, Ont., congregation held a Pio-
neer Girls Week, February 2-9, including a father-
daughter breakfast. The Christian Service Brigade 
father-son banquet was February 27 with guest 
speaker Gary Dornhoefer, former National Hockey 
League player with the Philadelphia Flyers. • The 
Canadian Conference reports for 1985 indicate 
decreased membership of four persons, but in-
creased giving per person. 
Central Conference 
The Amherst Community church, Massillon, 
Ohio, was one of the congregations to participate 
in a love offering for Rev. and Mrs. Paul Smucker, 
former pastor at Valley Chapel, Canton, who fell 
from a roof and suffered a severe back injury. The 
Amherst congregation also received two new 
members in February. • The Bethel, Mich., con-
gregation reports that 11 persons received perfect 
attendance Sunday school certificates for 1985. 
Six persons completed the "Read the Bible 
Through in a Year" program. Youth Week ser-
vices were held February 12-16. Rev. John Geyer, 
Knifley, Ky., was the speaker. 
The Columbia, Ky., congregation reports many 
people saved recently. They also participated in 
planning a youth revival, February 17-23, with 
Harvey Fiskeaux of Fairbanks, Ala., evangelist. 
Persons from the five Kentucky congregations 
attended and were in charge of the various evening 
services. • The Christian Union congregation, 
Garrett, Ind., held a March 8-9 family life confer-
ence with Dr. Andrew Stoner. • The Dayton, 
Ohio, congregation reports an average attendance 
in 1985 of 75. Thirty-one received perfect attend-
ance awards. Of these, awards were presented to 
three generations in one family: Joann Simpson 
(28 year bar), her son John Simpson (26 year bar), 
and John's children. Shannon and Jason (8 and 4 
year bars). Three new members were received on 
Feb. 9. 
A Gospel Tide Hour radio rally was held Feb-
ruary 25 at the Highland church, West Milton, 
Ohio. Rev. Charlie Byers, a former bishop and 
Camp Freedom 1986 
We enjoyed very much the mes-
sages brought by our two co-evan-
gelists, Dr. Dale Yocum and Henry 
Landis. Other messages, by such per-
sons as Gordon Wishart, Thomas 
Hermiz, and H. E. Schmul, called us 
to missions, to closer walks with the 
Lord, to living holy lives, and to 
being the persons God wants us to be 
in this present world. 
Spirited song-leading and special 
music was provided by the David 
Fuller family from Penns Creek, Pa. 
The Morley Family Singers and Hand-
Barbara Newberry, Sunday School 
Superintendent, and Pastor Henry 
Chafin with the 3 generations receiving 
attendance awards at Dayton. 
founder and minister of the radio program, and 
Chester Sollenberger also spoke on February 26 at 
Christian Union, Garrett, Ind. • The Lakeview 
Community church hosted a one-day ladies retreat 
on February 1 with the theme "Healing the Hurts 
of the Past." Eighty-two ladies braved the freezing 
rain to hear the inspired teaching of speaker Jean 
Atchinson, a counselor in the Flint area. 
The Nappanee, Ind., congregation recently 
planned a 55th wedding anniversary celebration 
for Rev. and Mrs. Percy Cassel, former pastoral 
couple. • Lois Book, recently returned from hospi-
tal work in Macha, Zambia, spoke and showed 
slides on February 9 at the Pleasant Hill church, 
Ohio. Youth of the congregation attended the 
multimedia presentation, "Daniel," in Dayton on 
February 24. 
The Rolling Acres congregation, McMinnville, 
Tenn., recently welcomed Roy Sider and his wife 
Dorothy, and David McBeth to their morning 
services. • The Sippo Valley church, Massillon, 
Ohio, hosted an area Brethren in Christ Ladies' 
bell Choir were another added bless-
ing. We thank the Lord for special 
healings in the physical realm, and 
for the victories won around the 
altar, in the prayer rooms, and around 
the campus. 
Camp Freedom 1987 will be our 
25th Anniversary celebration, from 
January 21 to February 1. Co-evan-
gelists will be John L. Rosenberry 
and J. M. Sullivan. Special singers 
will be the Edwards family. Plan to 
attend the 1987 camp if at all possi-
ble. Pray for the camp, even if you 
can't come. Reservations may be 
made by contacting Camp Freedom, 
6980 54th Ave. North, St. Peters-
burg, FL 33709. Phone (813) 544-
4541. 
Retreat, March 8. • Rev. Harold Burgess, member 
of the Western Hills congregation, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, was teacher for their Bible Conference, 
March 9 and 14-16. The children also enjoyed 
puppets. 
The Union Grove congregation, New Paris, 
Ind., enjoyed a Sweetheart Banquet at a nearby 
restaurant, followed by a message from Robert 
Savage of Christian Counseling Service of Goshen, 
Ind. Pastoral couple David and Jo McGarveyalso 
presented a musical program on February 9 to an 
appreciative audience in the Nappanee church. • 
The Central Regional Conference was held March 
21-22 at the Valley Chapel church, Canton, Ohio. 
It was preceded by a pastor's seminar on "Minis-
tering from our Strengths." 
Midwest Conference 
Louis Cober, Missions-Church Relations Di-
rector, spoke at morning services, March 23, in 
both the Abilene and Zion, Ks., churches. • The 
Mountain View congregation, Colorado Springs, 
Colo., reports a couples' retreat on February 14 at 
Christ Haven. Wilmer Heisey, executive secretary 
of Mennonite Central Committee U.S., was speaker 
at the church in February. • The Rosebank con-
gregation, Hope, Ks., recently hosted the Abilene 
and Zion congregations for two joint meetings: a 
January 30 "Neighbor Night," and a service 
emphasizing brotherhood concerns with Eber 
Dourte guest speaker. The Rosebank church also 
held revival services from March 5-16 with John 
L. Rosenberry, evangelist. 
Members from the Zion congregation, Abilene, 
Ks., were recently invited to participate in the 
Christian Life and Witness course offered in con-
junction with the showing of the Billy Graham 
film, "Cry from the Mountain." • The Midwest 
Conference Bishop's newsletter reports a member-
ship growth of 27.8 percent and per member giving 
increase of 69 percent from 1975 to 1985. The 
Midwest Regional Conference was held March 
21-23. 
Pacific Conference 
Nine new families united with the Alta Loma 
congregation, Rancho Cucamonga, Calif., in early 
1986. • Bishop Wenger was guest speaker in the 
February 2 morning service at the Labish church, 
Salem, Ore. The service was followed by a noon 
potluck meal and the congregational council. The 
Labish congregation continues to report Wednes-
day evening activities with intriguing titles, "Kid-
stuff' and "CBS 60 Minutes." • The Ontario, 
Calif., congregation hosted a seminar on reconcil-
iation on February 8. Dr. Ira Eyster led, repre-
senting the Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 
The Riverside, Calif., congregation recently 
participated in Peace Week with several cooperat-
ing churches; a Congregational Life Festival, Feb-
ruary 16; a Couples Night, March 8; a Children's 
Party, March 29; and a Sunrise Celebration, 
March 30. Wednesday evening Bible studies have 
focused on such topics as peacemaking/kingdom 
politics, community/lifestyle choices. • A group 
from Azusa Pacific University presented the eve-
ning service February 9 to the Upland, Calif., 
congregation. "International Celebration" is a 
gathering of 11 students from seven different 
countries who give Christian witness through 
music, and appear in their national dress. • The 
Pacific Regional Conference was held February 
28 and March 1 at the Moreno Community 
church, Calif. 
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For the Record 
Births 
Altaian: Elizabeth, February 13; Ronald and 
Marilyn Altman, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Barley: Meredith Anne, January 8; Fred and 
Cindy Barley, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Brake: Mark Edward, February 1; Geary and 
Naomi Brake, Fairview Avenue congregation, Pa. 
Byler: Judith Marie, February 14; Bruce and 
Rhoda Byler, Bethel congregation, Mich. 
Crider: Philip Steven, February 18; Steve and 
Shelley (Fry) Crider, Lancaster congregation, Pa. 
Cunningham: Nathaniel Lee, December 29; 
Greg and Germaine Cunningham, Port Colborne 
congregation, Ont. 
Davis: Joel William, January 30; David and 
Loretta Davis, Hollowell congregation, Pa. 
Deschamps: Matthew Charlton, November 18; 
Andrd and Judy Deschamps, Cross Roads Me-
morial congregation, Ont. 
Ebersole: Anthony Michael, January 20; Michael 
and Carla Ebersole, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Eshleman: Scott James, January 14; Jim and 
Sherri Eshleman, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Funk: Kurtis Gregory, January 23; Gregory 
and Beverley Funk, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Gettel: Adam Wade, February 4; Dana and 
Donna (Wiser) Gettel, Mt. Rock congregation, 
Pa. 
Greiser: Collin Michael, February 6; Terry and 
Karen Greiser, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Hartman: Jenna Rene, January 17; James and 
Carol Hartman, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Hartman: Travis Conrad, February 3; Ron 
and Alice Hartman, Alta Loma congregation, 
Calif. 
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by Bishop Byers 
The passage of time has done little to dim the fond memories 
Bishop Charles Byers holds of his student days at Messiah Academy. 
"When I enrolled as a student in the 1920s, the College was small 
enough that academy students mingled freely with Bible Institute 
students. It was exciting to learn to know young people f rom Brethren 
in Christ Churches all over the country. I can't stress enough how 
important it was for me to rub shoulders with other students who took 
seriously their call to Christian service," he recalls. 
In addition to the good friends Charles Byers made while a 
student at Messiah, he was also strongly influenced by his teachers. 
"Faculty members such as Frances Davidson, Clara and Mary Hoff-
man, and Leah and Alma Cassell challenged us to be the kind of men 
and women God wanted us to be. I owe such dedicated teachers a great 
debt of gratitude," he states. 
"Chapel talks and Winter Bible Conferences were also important 
to our development," Bishop Byers continues. "These meetings helped 
us make the right choices about how we should live our lives. I 
remember one message by Dr. Asa Climenhaga in particular in which 
he challenged the youth of the academy and Bible Institute to put their 
lives on the line for the Lord. That was a turning point in my life." 
Bishop Byers' decision to make his life worthwhile for God 
became a link between his ministry and Messiah College. Through the 
years, he held a number of revival meetings in the Old Main Chapel, 
the first series in 1935. And upon his appointment as a Bishop, he 
served the College as a Trustee from 1957 to 1978. 
Now an emeritus member of the Messiah College Board of 
Trustees, Bishop Byers maintains his interest in the work of the Col-
lege. A frequent visitor to the campus for social and cultural events, he 
is proud of the Messiah of today. "It is good to know that the same 
emphasis on the Christian life is felt at the College as was put forward 
in my student days. A faithful faculty and a Christ-centered curriculum 
continue to challenge young men and women to dedicate their lives to 
God. This is good." 
More than sixty years have passed since Bishop Byers' student 
days, and yet the benefits of his education continue to be felt through 
his ministry to the Brethren in Christ Church. And through his life-
long involvement with the College, Bishop Byers has also ministered to 
three generations of Messiah students. 
Bishop Byers is a firm supporter of Cooperative Ministries, 
through which all of us can contribute to Messiah College. 
April 1986 23 
"Sentence of Honor" 
to debut at General Conference 
Do you like stories? (So do I.) Let 
me tell you a true story about how 
God works among his people. 
The story begins in 1983 with the 
Peace and Social Concerns Commis-
sion. In that year, some of the folks 
on the commission had a vision. Now 
they had been having visions for 
years, so this seemed like no big deal. 
Somehow though, this one stayed 
with them. 
In their vision, General Confer-
ence delegates fill a large auditorium. 
It is summer 1986 and hundreds of 
people sit in virtual darkness. On 
stage, actors and actresses in period 
costumes capture the crowd's atten-
tion. Programs are set aside, whisper-
ing stops, babies are hushed. The 
play begins . . . "Sentence of 
Honor" . . . the story of Bishop 
E. J. Swalm. 
A year later, 1984, the outgoing 
commission shared that vision with 
the new Board for Brotherhood Con-
cerns. The board quickly endorsed 
the idea, and commissioned John 
Mowat of Niagara Christian College 
Tried and found true 
In the early part of this century, 
under the most trying of national and 
personal circumstances, the faith and 
convictions of a great man of God 
were tried, found to be true, and sub-
sequently strengthened. With national 
war fervor rampant and the risk of 
personal harm ever present, a young 
E. J. Swalm faced his hour of testing 
which was to fit him for a unique life 
of service to God and the people of 
the Brethren in Christ Church. Stand-
ing firm and refusing to compromise, 
the young Swalm would not take mil-
itary service of any kind. Maintain-
ing a staunch position that war and 
killing of any kind are not for the 
Christian, Swalm paid the price of 
ridicule, harrassment, and finally im-
prisonment for his beliefs. 
He had been well prepared for 
such a test, having been converted at 
an early age and singly conscious of 
the will of the Lord in his life. The 
outbreak of war in 1914 brought into 
sharp focus the issue of participation 
in the military. The establishment of 
to write the play. John has since been 
asked to direct "Sentence of Honor" 
with Vivian Pengelly as assistant 
director. 
And the story continues: On July 
6th, at 3:00 p.m., you can experience 
"Sentence of Honor" at General Con-
ference in Ontario, Canada. For the 
first time, Bishop Swalm's story will 
be told on a Conference stage. Actors 
and actresses from Niagara Christian 
College and surrounding churches 
will portray the early years of Brother 
Swalm's life. 
You can be a part of this story. 
How? Read the companion article by 
John Mowat. John's piece provides a 
good introduction to "Sentence of 
Honor." You might also want to 
check out Nonresistance Under Test 
or My Beloved Brethren. Both books 
are written by Bishop Swalm and 
give insight into this special person. 
Finally, come to Conference! This 
article is your invitation to partici-
pate in a wonderful story. Be a part of 
it Sunday afternoon, July 6th. 
—Darrel Brubaker, producer of 
"Sentence of Honor" 
conscription by the Canadian govern-
ment in 1918 brought this young 
man's beliefs into trial. With single-
minded dedication to his convictions 
against participating in bloody con-
flict, Swalm chose the route of humil-
iation and incarceration. His detain-
ment provided the ground for the 
further growth of his maturity in 
Christ. With this grew his horror at 
man's hatred which drives him to 
seek the life of his fellows. 
Upon his release, Swalm dedicated 
his life to the work of the Lord in 
service for his favorite people, the 
Brethren in Christ. His life was one of 
service in many capacities, as minis-
ter, bishop, and on countless com-
mittees. Wherever he went, in what-
ever circumstances, he preached peace 
and the total unacceptability of mil-
itary service for the Christian. 
Without a doubt, this experience 
of trusting the Lord through the test 
of faith forged a character fit and 
uniquely useful to the God of peace. 
—John Mowat 
Hogg: Robert Lawrence, February 18; Larry 
and Laura Hogg, Heise Hill congregation, Ont. 
Houpt: Jill Renee, February 7; Brian and Tina 
Houpt, Hollowell congregation, Pa. 
Karr: Wallace Grant, January 24; Wallace and 
Nancy Karr, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Keller: Kristen Lee, February 14; Richard and 
Faye Keller, Hanover congregation, Pa. 
Kirk: Lindsay Mikael, January 6; Steve and 
Lori Kirk, Highland congregation, Ohio. 
Kiss: Laura Lindsay, January 30; Michael and 
Susan Kiss, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Koontz: Tanner Patrick, January 25; Pat and 
Autumn Koontz, Clear Creek congregation, Pa. 
Lane: Brandon Joseph, January 22; Chester 
and Shirley Lane, Falls View congregation, Ont. 
Lehman: Shelly Marie, February 18; Bob and 
Grace Lehman, Upland congregation, Calif. 
Martin: Corrine Dorthy, December 19; Doug 
and Marilyn Martin, Alta Loma congregation, 
Calif. 
Miller: Rebecca Elizabeth, January 19; Paul 
and Shelly Miller, Hanover congregation, Pa. 
Musser: Shaun Michael, January 31; Daryl 
and Dana Musser, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Negley: Jonathan Philip, September 5; Jesse 
and Susan Negley, Cross Roads congregation, Pa. 
Nigh: Matthew Ross, June 11, 1985; chosen 
son of Harry and Shirley Nigh, Heise Hill congre-
gation, Ont. 
Ott: Archer Alvin, February 12; Archer and 
Debbie Ott, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Pellman: Tiffany Dawn, January 30; Gregory 
and Crystal Pellman, Cedar Grove congregation, 
Pa. 
Phillips: Joseph McLean, January 13; Jeffrey 
and Lynda Phillips, Pleasant View congregation, 
Pa. 
Pomeroy: Nicholas Charles, January 26; 
Charles and Ruth Pomeroy, Mechanicsburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Reeder: Charity Ann, July 18, 1984; adopted 
into the home of Bill and Ann Reeder, July, 1985, 
Hollowell congregation, Pa. 
Shertzer: Jason Scott, February 5; Jay and 
Sylvia Shertzer, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Sinners: Ashley Rebekah, January 20; Randy 
and Rebekah Sinners, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Seitz: Jamie Lynn, January 5; Steve and Paige 
Seitz, Nappanee congregation, Ind. 
Smith: Eli Joseph, January 31; Jay and Judy 
Smith, Brethren in Christ missionaries to Senegal, 
in language school in France. 
Snyder: Benjamin Paul, February 2; John and 
Susan (Landis) Snyder, Speedwell Heights con-
gregation, Pa. 
Statler: Jessica Elizabeth, December 9; Ron 
and Kim Statler, Antrim congregation, Cham-
bersburg, Pa. 
Stern: Lynnea Dawn, January 21; Wayne and 
Ruth (Nissley) Stern, Martinsburg congregation, 
Pa. 
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Thom: Andrew Pierson, February 16; Keith 
and Marilyn Thom, Heise Hill congregation, Ont. 
Thompson: Eric Burton, November 21; Burt 
and Leila Thompson, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Tran: Julie Ann, January 18, Nhiem and Huong 
Tran, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Troost: Amarant Carina, November 13; Dirk 
and Colleen (Grove) Troost, the Netherlands, 
Holland. 
VanHorn: Lauren Kaye, January 3; Craig and 
Dana VanHorn, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Veneziale: Tory Rae, January 21; Carmen and 
Julie Veneziale, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Walden: Allison Marie, February 22; John and 
Arlene Walden, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa. 
Welch: Linda Kay, February 12; Norman and 
Marilyn Welch, Manor congregation, Pa. 
West: Tammy Marie, January 17; Tom and 
Marcia West, Mowersville congregation, Pa. 
Wyant: Sara Marie, February 11; Mark and 
LuAnn Wyant, Martinsburg congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Bert-Collier: Suzi Collier, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Williams of Upland, Calif., and 
Theodore, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Bert of 
Upland, April 13, in the Upland Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Robert Hempy and Dr. John 
Snook officiating. 
Bingham-Lindsay: Stephanie Ann, daughter 
of Fred and Nancy Lindsay, Williamson, Pa., and 
Stacey, son of Howard and Pat Bingham, Waynes-
boro, Pa., November 9 in the Hollowell Church 
with Rev. Robert G. Byers officiating. 
Burkholder-Booz: Helen Booz and Harry Burk-
holder, both of Shippensburg, Pa., November 30, 
with Rev. William E. Walters officiating. 
Conrady-Robinson: Lois Ann, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Jones of Florida and Mr. Edwin 
Robinson of Flowertown, Pa., and Jeffrey Lynn, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. J-Lynn Conrady of Ashland, 
Ohio, February 15, in the Church of the Open 
Door, Ft. Washington, Pa. with Rev. Elam O. 
Dohner officiating. 
Price-Shuman: Cynthia Jane Shuman of Lan-
caster, Pa., and R. Keith Price of East Petersburg, 
Pa., March 1 in the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker officiating. 
Solis-Johnson: Beverly, daughter of Kenneth 
and Anna Johnson, East Petersburg, Pa., and 
Rafael, son of Ayve Molina Vda de Solis of Mer-
ida, Yucatan, Mexico, December 18, in the Evan-
gelical Presbyterian Church Philadelphia, Cor-
demex, Yucatan, Mexico, with Pastor Severa Ek 
Chuc officiating. 
Stump-Engle: Kaye, daughter of Lela Engle 
and Oliver Engle of Abilene, Ks., and Nelson, son 
of Harvey and Lorraine Stump of Ontario, Calif., 
January 19, in the Upland Brethren in Christ 
Church with Dr. Arthur Climenhaga and Dr. 
John Snook officiating. 
Winger-CUmenhage: Shelley, daughter of Ray 
and Mavis Climenhage of Fort Erie, Ont., and 
Lee, son of Walter and Lois Winger, Rochester, 
N.Y., July 27, 1985, in the Sherkston Brethren in 
Christ Church with Dr. Walter Winger, father of 
the groom officiating, assisted by Pastor John 
Day. 
Obituaries 
Asper: George Reuben Asper, born July 9, 
1904, in Newburg, Pa., died January 16, 1986, in 
Upland, Calif. He married Sara McWilliams, 
November 27, 1924. He is survived by a son, Ken-
neth; two daughters, Ruth Gullo and Ardys Lun-
deed; two sisters, Lulu Couch and Beulah Buck-
waiter; three brothers, Norman, Ellis, and Irvin. 
He was a member of the Upland Brethren in 
Christ Church. Officiating at the funeral were Pas-
tor John Snook and Rev. Alvin Burkholder. 
Entombment was at Bellevue Mausoleum. 
Bower: Lois Bower, Lock Haven, Pa., born in 
Flemington on October 26,1925, died in the Lock 
Haven Hospital, January 26, 1986. Mrs. Bower 
was a life-long resident of Lock Haven. Pastor 
John L. Bundy of the Cedar Heights Brethren in 
Christ Church, Mill Hall, Pa., conducted the fu-
neral service at the Yost-Gedon Funeral Home, 
Lock Haven. Interment was in Mt. Pleasant 
Cemetery, Rosecrans. 
Brawner: Bobby Brawner, Columbia, Ky., born 
November 5, 1920, died December 16, 1985. He 
was married to Lois Giles, who survives. He gave 
clear testimony of salvation and when able, in spite 
of terminal illness, attended services at Blooming-
ton Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Elam O. 
Dohner conducted the funeral service at Stotts-
Phelps-McQueary Funeral Home. Interment was 
in Caldwell Chapel Cemetery. 
Dick: William Dick, Jr., Fairfield, Pa., died 
December 6,1985. He was born May 25,1925, and 
is survived by his wife, Mary Kay; son, Larry; 
daughter, Janice McGlaughlin; and five grand-
children. A faithful member of the Iron Springs 
Brethren in Christ Church, Fairfield, Pa., he 
served for many years in the office of deacon. 
Funeral services were conducted at the Iron 
Springs Church by Bishop Frank Kipe, assisted by 
Rev. Leonard Falk and Rev. Charles Burkett. 
Interment was in Fairfield Union Cemetery. 
Fonastock: William Fonastock, 70, died Janu-
ary 16 at the Meda Nipple Convalescent Home. 
Born June 30,1915, he was a son of the late Henry 
and Sadie Fonastock. He attended Cedar Grove 
Brethren in Christ Church, Mifflintown, Pa. Ser-
vices were held at the Guss Funeral Home with 
Rev. Glenn Heasley officiating. Interment was in 
Adams cemetery. 
Kipe: Katie (Varner) Kipe, Chambersburg, Pa., 
was born October 12, 1895, and died January 12, 
1986. She was married to George H. Kipe who 
preceded her in death. Surviving are 2 sons, Rev. 
George Kipe, Chambersburg, Pa., and Rev. Amos 
Kipe, Waynesboro, Pa.; 11 grandchildren; and 31 
great-grandchildren. Mrs. Kipe was a member of 
the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church at which the 
funeral services were conducted by her pastor, 
Rev. Wilbur W. Benner, with Rev. John Rosen-
berry, and Rev. Harvey Musser. Interment was in 
the Old Ringgold Cemetery, Md. 
Koser: Arthur L. Koser, Annville, Pa., died 
February 16,1986, in Hershey Medical Center. He 
was 76. Born in Rapho Township, Lancaster 
County, he was a son of the late Abram and 
Elizabeth Koser. He retired in 1974 after 36 years 
as a farmer and houseparent for the Milton Her-
shey School. He was a member of the Palmyra 
Brethren in Christ Church. Surviving are his wife, 
Stella Ginder Koser, with whom he would have 
celebrated their 55th wedding anniversary on Feb-
ruary 28; a daughter, Doris J., Lancaster; and a 
sister, Anna Coble, Hershey. 
Minor: Adrian L. Minor, Sr., born November 
5, 1922, in Bertie Township, Ont., died January 
25, 1986, at the Port Colborne General Hospital. 
He is survived by his wife, Josephine (Carver); 4 
children, Adrian Jr., Doreen, Sharon, and Aud-
rey; 13 grandchildren; and 5 great-grandchildren. 
Also surviving are three brothers, LeRoy, Harold, 
and Leo, as well as two sisters, Olive Putman and 
Marilyn Berry. The funeral service was conducted 
by Rev. Arthur Heise, Rev. Ross Nigh, and Rev. 
Greg Funk at the Bertie Brethren in Christ 
Church. Interment was in the Bertie Cemetery. 
Myers: Ruth M. Myers, 79, born August 6, 
1906, died February 3, 1986, in Menno-Haven, 
Chambersburg, Pa. She was the daughter of the 
late Salem and Laura Moyer. She is survived by 
two sisters, Martha Catcart and Grace Poole, and 
two brothers, Mark Moyer and Clair Moyer. She 
was a member of the New Guilford Brethren in 
Christ Church, Chambersburg. Rev. Maurice 
Bender officiated at the service, with interment in 
Shoops Cemetery, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Rae: Irene S. Rae of Mechanicsburg, Pa., born 
March 11,1903, died December 16,1985. Funeral 
services were at the Myers Funeral Home in 
Mechanicsburg. Interment was at the Jacob Unit-
ed Brethren Cemetery, Waynesville, Pa., with 
Rev. Lome G. Lichty of the Montgomery Brethren 
in Christ Church officiating. 
Schaubel: Roy C. E. Schaubel, born in Wel-
land, Ont., August 12, 1915, died February 11, 
1986. He is survived by his wife Helen; 4 children, 
Marilyn, George, Richard, and Jeanette; and 10 
grandchildren. The funeral service was conducted 
by Rev. Greg Funk, pastor of the Bertie congrega-
tion, and Rev. Ross Nigh at the Armstrong Fu-
neral Chapel in Port Colborne, Ont. Interment 
was in the Overholt Cemetery. 
Shepherd: Loren Shepherd, born March 9, 
1897, in Adair County, Ky., died January 25, 
1986, at St. Joseph Memorial Hospital, Kokomo, 
Ind. He farmed in Adair County and attended the 
Millersfield Brethren in Christ Church. His wife, 
Echel, preceded him in death in 1975. He is sur-
vived by two sons, Clifford and Clifton; three 
daughters, Charlene Gaskins, Maxine Hitch, and 
Evalene Harris; three brothers and two sisters, 
Nolan, Arval, Themmie, Hettie Grider, and Dollie 
Shepherd. Also surviving are 20 grandchildren, 44 
great-grandchildren, and nieces and nephews. 
Services were conducted at the Millersfield Breth-
ren in Christ Church, Columbia, Ky. Rev. Elam 
Dohner officiated, assisted by Rev. Edgar Giles 
and Rev. Glenn Hensel. Interment was in Haven 
Hill Cemetery, Columbia, Ky. 
Sider: Alvin A. Sider, Stevensville, Ont., born 
June 28, 1907, died January 17, 1986. He is sur-
vived by his wife Ethel (Cline); 2 sons, Leonard 
and Carlton; 4 daughters, Carol Mater, Lorna 
Hogg, Elaine Winger, and Twila Watkins; 3 
brothers, Jesse, Girven, and Edwin; 4 sisters, 
Lydia Miller, Emma, Lillian, and Irene Sider; 17 
grandchildren; and 8 great-grandchildren. The 
funeral service was conducted by his pastors, Rev. 
Greg Funk, and Rev. Arthur Heise, in the Bertie 
Brethren in Christ Church. Interment was in the 
Bertie Cemetery. 
Siegrist: Mitchell Adam Siegrist, Leola, Pa., 
born December 12,1985, died December 19,1985. 
He was ill from birth. He is survived by his par-
ents, C. Eugene and Carole (Armbrust) Siegrist; a 
sister, Jill Marie; and other family members. Rev. 
John Hawbaker of the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church, Mountville, Pa., conducted the funeral 
service. Interment was at Habecker's Mennonite 
Church. 
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General Conference workshops announced 
by Ann Shaw 
A time to learn! A time to grow! A time to stretch! 
Twenty-eight workshops are scheduled for General Confer-
ence Tuesday, July 8, 3:30-5:00 p.m. The following list of 
topics and leaders appears to allow you "consideration 
time" in selecting your choices. Workshops will be limited to 
20-25 participants on a first come basis. Registration forms 
will be available at General Conference, or you may register 
prior to Conference by submitting your first three choices 
to: General Conference Program Commission; 4404 Mead-
ow Creek Circle; Sarasota, Fla. 33583. Or, call 813-
924-6772. 
1. Church Growth Through Evangelism and Discipleship— 
Dale Shaw. Personal evangelism resources (such as Rip 
Chart Bible Study). An introduction to creative discipleship 
ideas. 
2. Visiting for Church Growth—Aaron Stern. The "how" 
and "why" of visitation ministry. 
3. Shaping Your Worship Service for Evangelism— 
Warren Hoffman and Herb Anderson. How to facilitate 
evangelism and commitment response, and stimulate per-
sonal growth and discipleship. 
4. The "How to" of Determining to Double in a Decade— 
Ken Gibson. Steps your congregation can take to partici-
pate in doubling membership by 1996. 
5. Assimilating New People—Bob Hempy. A look at the 
struggles and concerns, the joys and rewards of welcoming 
new people in membership. 
6. Church Planting Among Ethnics—Dave Miller and 
Eduardo Llanes. A sharing/discussion of the dynamics of 
planting and nurturing a congregation of a different cultural 
heritage. 
7. How Your Congregation Can Begin a Church—Devon 
Bontrager. A focus on "hiving" as a method of church 
growth and discipleship. 
8. Church Growth in a Small Town—Charles Rickel. 
New enthusiasm and good ideas to help you fulfill God's 
purpose through your home church. 
9. How We Did It!— Glenn Robitaille, Bob Verno, and 
Ken Reid. Three pastors share personal testimonies, 
methods, and ideas that facilitate growth in the new or 
established church. 
10. Team Church Planting—Jeff Harlow and Chuck 
Anderson. How two part-time pastors, with different minis-
try gifts, share in a church planting effort in Atlanta, Ga. 
11. Getting the Established Church Growing—Dale Alli-
son. A look at balancing a "maintenance" philosophy of 
ministry with outreach and evangelism. 
12. T. W. C. (Total Weight Control)— Darlene Climen-
haga. A creative outreach program at the Massey Place 
Church designed to meet the physical, emotional, and spir-
itual needs of an individual. 
Ann Shaw is secretary of the General Conference Program 
Commission. 
13. Influencing Public Policy—Bill Janzen. How to influ-
ence legislative procedures in positive ways. 
14. A Christian Task Force for Peace—Ronald Sider. Dr. 
Sider will present and discuss his vision for a new approach 
for waging peace. 
15. How to Begin a Community Social Service Ministry— 
Lenora Stern. A panel discussion focusing on the beginning 
of New Hope Ministries, Dillsburg, Pa. 
16. A Consistent Pro-Life Position—Mark Charlton. Dr. 
Charlton will explore "pro-life" in its varied ramifications. 
17. Musical Resources for Worship—Ronald Miller. 
Opportunity to observe actual music styles used in the 
Brethren in Christ churches. Ideas for enhancing the music 
ministry in your own church. 
18. The Closed vs. Open Door Church—John Sider and 
Ronald Lofthouse. How does a church become closed or 
open? What are the advantages and disadvantages of both 
types. What about the principle of homogeneity? 
19. Variety in Worship Structure—Kevin Ryan and Adin 
Herndon. A look at varying worship structures from 
denomination to denomination, and within the Brethren in 
Christ. 
20. Fellowship to Complement the Family— Kenneth 
Hoke. Ideas for family enrichment—settings, resources, 
how the church can contribute (or hinder). Ideas for differ-
ent ages. 
21. Concerts of Prayer in the Local Church . . . Whence, 
Why and How—Linda Stern. A brief review of this recent 
worldwide movement, with ideas of how to implement. 
22. Mega-Bucks for Evangelizing—Ira Eyster and David 
McBeth. Ways to discover congregational giving potential 
and increase giving through special stewardship campaigns 
and planned giving. 
23. Future Energy from Stewardship Teaching—Lester 
Fretz and Paul Hostetler. Teaching children and youth via 
the home, the church, the Sunday school, and principles 
from Scripture. 
24. Bi-vocational Ministry—Marion Heisey. A focus on 
the Board for Ministry and Doctrine, with a panel discus-
sion of persons involved in bi-vocational ministry. 
25. Discipline of Church Members—Bishop Ralph 
Wengerand Bishop Harvey Sider. One of the concerns that 
bishops encounter in working with local congregations. 
26. Missions Education in the Local Church—Ed Rick-
man and Louis Cober. How to make missions meaningful 
in the congregation through programs and individual involve-
ment. 
27. Preparing Tomorrow's Missionaries Today—Roy 
Sider. Discussion of how to prepare yourself and others for 
missionary service. 
28. Computers for Churches—Peter von Keyserling. Intro-
duction to the computer world, and basic information on 
how the local church can benefit from it. 




Former President Jimmy Carter, draw-
ing several standing ovations from 2,250 
students, faculty/staff, and guests dur-
ing his lecture in Messiah's Brubaker 
Auditorium February 18, said that he 
was forced to compromise his faith just 
once while carrying out his oath of 
office. 
One of the most visibly Christian and 
moral presidents the United States has 
had, Carter, now 61, was inaugurating 
the Messiah College Annual Lectures 
on Religion and Society, a forum which 
will seek to introduce people, issues, and 
ideas that deal with the interrelation of 
religion and society. The 39th U.S. Pres-
ident spent the cold, drizzly Tuesday on 
campus at the invitation of Dr. Douglas 
Jacobsen, assistant professor of church 
history and coordinator of the new lec-
ture series. 
After speaking on "Religion and 
American Foreign Policy," Carter, re-
sponding to a question from a student, 
said he could "only think of one issue 
where I had to modify my own Christian 
beliefs to carry out the duties of Presi-
dent—and that was on the subject of 
abortion. 
"It's impossible for me to imagine 
Jesus Christ approving abortion," Car-
ter explained. "And my duties as Presi-
dent required me to carry out the laws of 
our nation as interpreted by the Supreme 
Court, which authorized abortion, as 
you know, in the first three months of 
pregnancy if a woman and her doctor 
decide to have an abortion. I disagree 
with this . . . . What I did, you might 
say to rationalize, was to try to minimize 
the need for abortion. I never would 
approve the use of federal funds to 
finance abortions." 
Carter said he also encouraged sex 
education to prevent unwanted preg-
nancies, and tried to remove the social 
stigma of an unmarried mother. "My 
own deep, personal belief is that abor-
tions are not the answer to an unwanted 
pregnancy—that even if the mother's 
not married, it would be better to have 
the child and find a place for it. But if I 
were a woman, and pregnant against my 
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Jimmy Carter greets Messiah students during a reception concluding his day in 
Grantham February 18. 
wishes, I don't know what I would do." 
In his lecture Carter detailed how he 
has taught Sunday school from the time 
he was in the Navy until his present post 
in the Maranatha Baptist Church of 
Plains, Georgia. He said that as Chris-
tians, we should strive to demonstrate 
agape love. 
"That sacrificial love, to oversimplify 
its meaning, is the highest possible call-
ing for a human being. A nation is not 
able to exhibit that high a calling. A 
nation cannot demonstrate sacrificial 
love . . . . I would've been impeached 
had I always exhibited, as President, 
that high a standard. I couldn't sacrifice 
the well-being of my own country to 
benefit other people in foreign coun-
tries. The highest possible calling of a 
nation is justice." 
A "constant and clear commitment to 
peace" was the best way to achieve this 
calling, and a key element of his foreign 
policy, he said. Putting that policy to a 
severe test was the Irian hostage crisis, 
which Carter called the "worst crime of 
my lifetime." 
"I had recommendations that ranged 
the gamut of actions, or reactions, all the 
way up to 'Destroy Tehran, and teach 
them a lesson,' " the former chief execu-
tive recalled. "I could've destroyed Teh-
ran with one F-15 strike. It may have 
been a popular political thing to do. In 
the process, I would've destroyed tens of 
thousands of Iranians who were not 
guilty, and we also would've lost the 
American hostages. But it would've 
shown that our nation couldn't be 
pushed around—that we had the 
strength, and were not afraid to use it." 
"I had two responsibilities," Carter 
continued. "One was to protect the 
honor and strength of our nation and its 
interests, and on the other hand, to pro-
tect the lives of the hostages and bring 
them all back to freedom. Eventually, 
this was possible, and I prayed a lot 
about it, and I've thanked God many 
times that every hostage came back safe 
and free." 
In conclusion, Carter challenged stu-
dents at Messiah and elsewhere to "reach 
for the highest standard of life" and "not 
be afraid to reach for greatness." He 
urged the students to get involved and 
make a difference to the point that their 
country's policies begin to align with 
their personal beliefs. 
"If you are concerned about human 
rights, if you are concerned about hunger 
in Africa, if you're concerned about 
democracy or freedom, if you're con-
cerned about environmental quality, if 
you're concerned about nuclear weap-
ons, put some time on the subject. Ask 
your professors to explain the intricacies 
of it. You won't find it a waste of time, 
because it's an extremely exciting and 
challenging thing to try to master a 
complicated subject. 










Yove Ofte Afritfe*? 
APRIL 
Day Book & Chapter 
2. Understanding more than 
appearance 




1 Corinthians 4:1-5 
Using discernment 
Matthew 7:15-20 
1 Corinthians 2:9-16 
James 3:13-18 
Hebrews 5:12-14 
10 Galatians 6:1-5 
E. Understanding others' convictions 
1. Maintaining right attitudes 
F • 1 1 1 Corinthians 10:14-22 
2. Determining your behavior 
S • 12 Ephesians 5:8-21 
S D 13 Romans 14:7-13 
M • 14 1 Corinthians 6:11-20 
III. Esteeming 
A. Honoring Others 
1. Foundations of honor 
15 James 2:1-8 
16 1 Samuel 2:22-30 
17 Isaiah 66:1-2 
18 Proverbs 21:21; 22:4 
19 Proverbs 15:3; 20:3; 
20 1 Peter 2:11-17 
21 1 John 2:28-3:3 
22 James 3:1-10 
23 Psalm 8:1-9 
2. Honoring leaders 
24 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
25 1 Timothy 6:1-7 
26 Matthew 22:15 
27 Romans 12:9-17 
1 Theaaalonians 5:12-22 
Honoring the family 
— Exodus20:12; 21:15-17 
30 Numbers 27:18-23 
MAY 
Day Book & Chapter 
T • 1 2 Corinthians 12:14-21 
F • 2 1 Peter 3:7; Titus 2:4,5 
B. Putting Others First 
1. Commands to put others <lrst 
S • 3 John 13:31-35 
S • 4 1 Corinthians 10:24-31 
M O 5 Phillpptans 2:1-11 
T • 6 Matthew 5:38-48 
W • 7 Luke 6:46-49 
T • 8 Romans 8:1-11 
2. Actions that put others first 
F • 9 Proverbs 17:9 
S • 10 1 Corinthians 9:19-27 
S • 1 1 I Timothy 6:11-19 
M • 1 2 Hebrews 13:1-6 


















This informative outline on interpersonal relation-
ships and all Scripture references are taken from the 
Love One Another Bible study; OChurches Alive, 
1978, used by permission. 
If you find these readings helpful, we recommend 
the seven-book study series, suited for individual 
and/or group study. For a free brochure, contact: 
Churches Alive international 
Box 3800, San Bernardino, CA 92413 
PO BOX ffl. WHEATCW. ILLINOIS 60189 
Former President J immy Carter accepts a copy of Messiah College: A History from 
the book's author, Dr. E. Morris Sider, at a luncheon with faculty February 18 in 
Grantham. 
your ideals and goals very high, don't 
forget that one person in a democracy 
can make a difference, and help shape 
our nation's foreign policy and domestic 
policy to be compatible with your deep-
est and most heartfelt beliefs." 
Carter's words left a largely positive 
feeling among students. "I think his 
honesty was impressive, going into a 
crowd of college students and not know-
ing where they stood," said Carrie 
Stoner, a freshman early childhood edu-
cation major from Akron, Pa. (Lancas-
ter congregation). "I felt very challenged 
as to what I can do about peace across 
the nation and the world." 
"I was impressed by what he had to 
say, especially as personal as he got," 
said Sue Long, a junior applied music 
major from Walkersville, Md. (Walk-
ersville congregation). I don't think he 
held back at all. I came out liking him a 
little more." 
While Wayne Heisey, a sophomore 
business administration major from Eliz-
abethtown, Pa., (Elizabethtown congre-
gation) lauded Carter's commitment to 
peace and justice, he was a little con-
fused about Carter's dealings on the 
abortion issue. "Even though he said he 
was personally against it, he still passed 
it. I wasn't sure why he did pass it. It 
seemed like he was a little unsure of 
himself there." 
Before Carter left the auditorium in 
the morning, Messiah College Board of 
Trustees Chairman, Dr. Ernest Boyer, 
and President, Dr. D. Ray Hostetter, 
presented Carter with an honorary Doc-
28 
torate of Humane Letters, awarded by 
Messiah only once before, to Dwight D. 
Eisenhower in 1965. Carter also received 
the College's Distinguished Public Ser-
vice Award. He is the 11th recipient of 
that award in 21 years. C. Everett Koop, 
surgeon general of the United States, 
was the last recipient, in 1981. 
After a press conference, Carter had 
lunch with faculty, including Dr. E. 
Morris Sider (Grantham congregation), 
who presented a copy of Messiah Col-
lege: A History to Carter. Sider, profes-
sor of history and English literature as 
well as archivist at Messiah, wrote the 
following inscription in his book: "To 
President Carter, with appreciation from 
an academic Christian community that 
shares your concerns for peace, compas-
sion, integrity and human dignity." 
"It was one of the best things that ever 
happened to Messiah College," Sider 
said. "Not only because he was presi-
dent, but because of the kind of man he 
is . . . . The point he had about not 
gaining in the long run by beating some-
body into submission was very much in 
line with what the College has histori-
cally held to. We believe in listening to 
the other person, and working with him. 
It's part of our concern for humanity. I 
think he'd make a good Brethren in 
Christ!" 
In the afternoon, Carter participated 
in a roundtable discussion with the 
evangelical press, answered questions 
from students, and shook hands and 
signed books at a reception before flying 
back to Georgia. 
Evangelical Visitor 
7Jmstms 
My dear brother Paul, 
I write that greeting today with deep 
feelings. I've just been reflecting on how 
you helped me find my direction. As a 
runaway, I was bitter and angry—not 
only at Philemon. For, as unattended 
bitterness will do, it had poisoned my 
whole outlook on life. By the time I met 
you in Rome and you spoke to me of 
Jesus, I was angry at the whole world. It 
really does speak to the pentrating power 
of the gospel when a person like me with 
pent-up resentment, unresolved guilt, 
and boiling anger can experience heal-
ing; can be released from those captivat-
ing and destructive emotions by facing 
the powerful love of Jesus. I've said it 
before, but thanks again, my brother, 
for being there with your honest convic-
tion about the gospel. 
What I've just written is a sample of 
what has been happening the last month 
or so. Often lately my thoughts have 
been drawn quite forcibly to the wonder 
of conversion. Not just conversion in 
general, although I think about that, 
too. It is my own coming to wholeness 
that is captivating me. At first I was 
concerned about these strong thoughts 
surfacing sort of unexpectedly. I won-
dered if it might be just a result of some 
stress I'm experiencing at work where 
there have been some lay-offs recently. I 
was just about to talk to someone 
regarding my concern when I got my 
first clue what was going on. It was 
about three weeks ago as the Christians 
came together for the Lord's Day cele-
bration. The pastor had just received the 
letter to the Colossians which was being 
circulated to the other churches as you 
requested. He read it all very carefully. 
But the light came on for me when he 
got to the third chapter where you 
wrote: "Let the peace of God rule in 
your hearts, since as members of one 
body you were called to peace. And be 
thankful. Let the words of Christ dwell 
in you richly as you teach and admonish 
one another with all wisdom, and as you 
sing hymns and spiritual songs with 
gratitude in your hearts to God." 
At that point I felt the Lord's peace 
and knew that the thoughts I'd been 
having were simply evidence of his faith-
fulness in stirring up my heart to thank-
fulness. Somehow the wonder of new 
life and wholeness had faded from my 
life. I wasn't doubting my salvation. I 
simply was neglecting to celebate it, and 
the Lord in his faithfulness and gentle-
ness was prompting me to think about it 
with freshness and wonder. Praise and 
thanksgiving are so essential to spiritual 
wellness and the Lord knew I needed a 
tonic. 
But that was only the beginning. I'm 
learning again what you tried to teach 
me, Paul—that when God does some-
thing for me, he has much greater plans 
than to simply give me a blessing. He 
wants me to be a channel. And that is 
what happened the next week. At our 
men's breakfast on Thursday I was tell-
ing the group about my fresh enthusi-
asm for conversion. When I finished, the 
pastor told about his struggle in prepar-
ing the sermon for the following Sun-
day. He said the Scripture made sense 
and he felt deeply motivated with the 
truth, but he couldn't seem to find a way 
to make it come alive. He thought my 
comments about the wonder of conver-
sion could be just the "window" his ser-
mon needed. So I agreed to share at the 
appropriate time and help illustrate his 
sermon. 
Our pastor is really sensitive and crea-
tive on this "sharing" business. I don't 
know if this makes sense to you, Paul, 
but I've had some problem with the way 
some churches handle "a sharing time." 
I've been to some places where it is a 
standard part of every Sunday morning 
worship. That bothers me. I know that 
occasionally some really valuable and 
pertinent comments are made in those 
weekly sharing times. But I also know 
that in some churches if you listen to the 
sharing this week and go back again and 
listen in a month, you'll hear basically 
the same issues and concerns. If I had 
opportunity, I'd suggest to pastors that 
they should not include a routine "shar-
ing time" each week. Rather, create va-
riety and freshness by sometimes plan-
ning for a specific testimony or two 
relating to the morning theme; some-
times give opportunity to share items 
relating to the church's ministries; some-
times relate the sharing with the Scrip-
ture reading, sometimes to the prayer 
time; sometimes have it expressed to 
another person "privately" in connec-
tion with an informal greeting period; 
and of course, sometimes simply an 
open invitation to express joy or need. 
Actually, Paul, when our pastor read 
the statement from your letter to the 
Colossians that I quoted above, I thought 
it seemed that you were affirming this 
kind of variety and freshness by your 
references to such varied expressions as 
songs, hymns, and spiritual songs. • 
But to finish my story. The pastor's 
commitment to variety in sharing by the 
congregation opened the way then for 
me to comment about the wonder of 
conversion as an illustration for his ser-
mon. It was beautiful to sense the Lord 
blessing that morning what he had 
started in my own inner reflection sev-
eral weeks earlier. For one, I was blessed 
in the sharing. It was also apparent in 
the congregation that others were moved 
to joy as they thought of the wonder of 
their own spiritual beginnings. And best 
of all, a young woman who later testified 
that she had been wanting to come to 
Jesus (but didn't know how she could 
ever get beyond the bitterness and anger 
of her divorce) took courage, in hearing 
the sermon and illustration, to accept 
God's love and forgiveness. 
Thanks again, Paul, for helping me to 
discover the marvelous reality of new 
life that day in Rome and for your letter 
that prompted me to share about the 
wonder of my conversion these many 
years later. 
Onesimus 
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"Some thoughts on 'Hangin 
More than once I've ended a letter or 
a phone call to a friend in distress with 
the words, "Hang in there!" It's a recog-
nition that the friend is going through a 
difficult time and that the temptation to 
give up or get out is often overwhelming. 
"Hanging in" suggests a commitment on 
a very basic level to stick with a situation 
or a person no matter how hard it is and 
to work at resolving whatever problems 
exist. "Hanging in" means that I don't 
quit when the going gets rough, that I 
don't simply get rid of whatever is caus-
ing the problem—whether it's a baby, a 
marriage, a congregation, a faith. 
When I read the Psalms I'm always 
impressed with how much the psalmists 
counted on God's promise to "hang in 
there." The God of the Psalms doesn't 
break promises, but remembers and 
renews the commitments (covenants) he 
made; he is "faithful to all his promises" 
(Psalm 145:13). Even though the psalm-
ist didn't always feel God's presence (in 
fact, they often felt that God had rejected 
and abandoned them), they almost al-
ways returned to a deep underlying trust 
and confidence in God's "unfailing love." 
God's commitment to his people re-
gardless of the difficulty of the circum-
stances is a good model for us. If we are 
to be "imitators of God" (Ephesians 
5:1), one of the ways to do that is to be 
faithful to commitments we have made— 
even when we might not feel like it or we 
are being hurt by other people. The his-
tory of God's relationship with the Israel-
ites shows that he didn't just dispose of 
them whenever they acted badly, disap-
pointed him, or got in the way of what 
he wanted. He stayed with them and 
tried to woo them back into relationship 
with him. 
Now I know all too well that hanging 
in with a hard situation isn't as easy as 
the comparison with God's "unfailing 
love" might make it sound. We live in a 
culture which often suggests that the 
solution to a problem is simply to get rid 
of whatever is causing it. There is often 
very little incentive to put up with any 
inconvenience, to do anything that 
doesn't feel good or bring immediately 
satisfying results, to search for alterna-
tive solutions. As a Christian, though, I 
think that God calls me to a commit-
ment that goes beyond finding the 
quickest or easiest way out. 
I don't want to sound like a Pol-
lyanna, suggesting that everyone's prob-
lems (a troubled marriage, an unwanted 
pregnancy, a long-standing family squab-
ble, a child's conflict with a teacher, a 
congregational split, even an interna-
tional dispute) can automatically be 
solved by a commitment to work at find-
ing solutions. The intensity and deep-
seatedness of many conflicts between 
people usually defy simplistic solutions. 
Perhaps the best solution sometimes is 
to give up and get out. But I don't 
believe that should be the first response— 
not even a second or third response. 
I think that commitment to a rela-
tionship includes learning to live in a 
real world rather than a fantasy world 
where everything always works out per-
fectly. Just because I don't feel good all 
the time about my relationships with 
people doesn't mean that the relation-
ships aren't basically good and can't 
work. I don't want to give in to the bad 
feelings and then abandon the people I 
perceive as being responsible for my bad 
feelings. I want to stay and work through 
the feelings with them. 
Sometimes the distance between peo-
ple can seem like an unbridgeable chasm. 
Sometimes we bring it on ourselves, but 
I also think some distance is inevitable 
simply because we're human. What's 
scary is feeling like we'll never be able to 
bridge the gap. So rather than stay and 
risk more distance and more hurt and 
bad feelings, we leave. 
One time in a neighborhood book 
club to which I belong, I quoted Scott 
Peck's definition of love from his book, 
The Road Less Traveled. He says that 
love is "the will to extend one's self for 
the purpose of nurturing one's own or 
another's spiritual growth," and goes on 
later to note that "real love often occurs 
in a context in which the feeling of love 
is lacking, when we act lovingly despite 
the fact that we don't feel loving." I 
commented that this implies commit-
ment and that I thought too many cou-
ples don't share that kind of commit-
ment to a marriage—which is one reason 
the divorce rate is so high. 
I must have sounded judgmental and 
naive, because one divorced woman 
quickly jumped in and said that some-
times a relationship is one-sided or so 
damaging to one or both partners that 
ending it is the only answer. I know 
that's true, because I've seen examples of 
it. But I also believe that a basic com-
mitment to making a relationship work 
and not leaving when things get bad can 
go a long way to improving it and mak-
ing long-lasting and positive changes. 
I am encouraged by the "unfailing 
love" of God. It reassures me to know 
that God is "hanging in" with me and 
challenges me to offer the same kind of 
long-term commitment to my relation-
ships with other people. 
Phoebe 
Pontius' Puddle 
SltAPLE. WHEN Y00 DO 
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Rome fell while moralists slept 
by Joseph Bayly 
"You can't legislate morality" has become the battle cry of 
libertarians in recent years whenever Christians have forsaken 
their trenches and spoken up for moral principles as a basis for 
civil laws. 
Abortion, homosexuality, pornography—even prostitution— 
have been defended against any attack with those words. 
Sadly, many Christians have accepted the argument and 
become silent about these evils. So the trenches are full of 
sleeping moralists, and victory has been won by fighting 
libertarians. 
You may not be able to legislate morality, but our country 
has certainly legislated its approval of immorality. (This seems 
to me to be a close parallel to the total exclusion of Christian 
religion from public schools and the total freedom of expres-
sion given to advocates of agnostic religion—some call it secu-
lar humanism.) 
And so we have seen homosexuality and abortion decrimi-
nalized during the past 20 years. Prostitution is legal in much of 
Nevada. Only child sexual abuse and pornography—though 
on public display, even in neighborhood convenience stores— 
are illegal. Even here libertarians are fighting for the right of 
adults to introduce children to sexual experience. Attacks on 
laws against incest are frequent. After all, we're told, with new 
birth control methods the danger of genetic anomalies is prac-
tically eliminated, so what's the harm. "You can't legislate 
morality in the home, of all places." 
Besides, why should Christians force their moral ideas on 
the whole population through laws? Here's why. 
1. We believe that there is such a thing as moral pollution, a 
climate of decadence that characterized Rome and other civili-
zations in their declining years. As good citizens we have the 
right—even the responsibility—to fight for laws that will pro-
hibit prostitution, pornography, abortion, homosexuality, and 
other evils. We have the responsibility to provide a safe moral 
climate for our children and grandchildren to grow up in. This 
right is as clear as that of environmentalists to fight for laws 
that will insure clean air, water, and soil for present and future 
generations. 
2. There are public consequences of the private acts of 
"consenting adults." A prime example of this is AIDS. Open 
sewers lead to typhoid epidemics; homosexual practices have 
led to the AIDS epidemic. 
I'm troubled when I read statistics that are aimed at exoner-
ating homosexuals for the AIDS epidemic. Users of contami-
nated needles, hemophiliacs, and heterosexuals—not just 
homosexuals—are spreading the fatal disease, we're told. But 
where does the virus come from that infects these innocent 
parties—even babies? Homosexuals. That there should be any 
question about closing public bathhouses in New York or San 
Francisco, places where homosexuals engage in promiscuous 
sex, angers me. This is as much a matter of public health as 
prohibiting drainage of sewage into our cities' gutters. 
Further, we Christians are paying for the epidemic homo-
sexuals have introduced with our tax and health insurance 
dollars. No one has come forward with statistics related to the 
escalating cost of this disease. This would seem harsh and 
unsympathetic toward sufferers, as do my words. Sympathy 
and understanding have become prime virtues in our society. 
Do any citizens, including Christians have the right to object to 
the decriminalization of a lifestyle that carries such heavy costs 
in human tragedy and economic loss? 
3. From a Christian standpoint (but remember that Chris-
tians are also citizens of a democracy), we cannot escape the 
words of Jesus Christ about nations being judged. The United 
States is our nation as surely as Germany during the Third 
Reich was German Christians' nation. Silence before the 
slaughter of Jews, silence before the slaughter of the unborn: 
either one, we believe, lays us open to the judgment of God. 
Therefore we have a duty to influence legislation and the courts 
by our murmurings, or thunderings, and voting. 
4. The prohibition of alcohol in the 20s is usually the exam-
ple used to prove the dictum, "You can't legislate morality," 
I'm not sure Prohibition was really a "noble experiment" that 
failed. It failed with the sophisticated and wealthy; I'm not sure 
it failed equally with the poor and middle class. 
Regardless, I'd prefer slavery rather than Prohibition as an 
example of moral change brought about by Christians. 
Nobody calls the war that brought freedom to slaves a holy 
war. Yet that freedom was a direct result of Christian intransi-
gence in the face of a great social evil, a moral blot on our 
nation. 
The writings of Jonathan Blanchard, first president of 
Wheaton College, reveal this intransigence, this unwillingness 
to accept half a loaf. In fact, he scorned any sort of compromise 
with slaveholders. 
We have become a compromising Christian community to 
such an extent that we are now compromised. We invite 
proponents of "evangelical" practicing homosexuality to speak 
at our training institutions and sacred assemblies. We seriously 
propose compromise on the abortion issue to cut down the 
number of abortions rather than excise the evil. 
You can't legislate morality? Tell that to William Wilber-
force, or to William Lloyd Garrison. It will have to be in 
heaven, unfortunately, when we're rationalizing our own inac-
tion toward the evils of our times. "Had we lived then," we'll 
say, "we'd have stood with you." 
Jesus said it: We dedicate memorials to dead prophets and 
kill living ones on our way home from the cemetery (Matthew 
23:29-34). 
® 1986 by Joseph Bayly. Used by permission. 
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f £ v a n g e l i z e i information 
As you read this, less than two months remain until 
the June 1 deadline for General Conference registra-
tions. Use the form in the January issue of the Evangeli-
cal Visitor. Your pastor should have extra copies. Or 
just make photo copies. 
All people 18 years old and over attending day ses-
sions should pay the registration fee. However, all 
children, women, and men should fill out and send 
F O R M A to the Convention Director. The only excep-
tions are those attending evening sessions only. 
The first session of General Conference will open at 
1:00 p.m. on Saturday, July 5, 1986. You will need to 
arrive in time to register before noon. Because of long 
lines, try to arrive before 10:00 a.m. on Saturday. Regis-
tration at Conference is on Friday evening f rom 6:00 to 
9:00 p.m., and on Saturday morning f rom 8:00 to 12:00 
noon. The final Conference session is scheduled to 
conclude at noon on Thursday, but an afternoon ses-
sion may be needed. 
Many people are overlooking parts of the registra-
tion forms, or placing question marks in the blanks. 
Please wait to register until you are sure of your plans. 
Do not miss the blanks relating to the Sunday morning 
convocation in Kitchener. An exact count is needed 
because seats are being reserved. Also, an exact count is 
needed of those who need transportation, which will be 
provided for about $5.00 each. It will probably be too 
late to decide to go after you arrive. 
Note this important change: Information on the reg-
istration form indicates that only children 8 and under 
may sleep on the floor in their parents' room. That is 
now being changed to children 12 and under. 
However, please note: To save confusion at McMas-
ter, do not register such children on F O R M B. (Item 21 
on the Information page should read: "Be sure to com-
plete one form [ F O R M B] for each individual needing a 
bed.") Parents should simply have children 12 and 
under in their rooms and purchase any needed meal 
tickets after arrival. The tickets will cost a little more, 
but the total savings will be significant. 
If you have already registered on F O R M B for a child 
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9 to 12, cancel the reservation, asking for a refund. 
Don't bother to explain why. 
Keep in mind that there will be no Sunday morning 
service at the Conference site. Those who choose to 
attend an area Brethren in Christ Church and who need 
transportation, should contact the pastor to see if 
transportation can be arranged. Most churches in 
Southern Ontario are within one and a half hours of 
Mc Master University. 
Note two recent developments. First, due to an 
increase in cost, the table rental for exhibits has been 
increased from $10 to $15 each. 
Secondly, buses are being chartered from the Lancas-
ter and Chambersburg areas in Pennsylvania, with 
stops to pick up passengers at Harrisburg and Lewis-
burg. The round trip cost to McMaster is $65.00. Pas-
tors in Pennsylvania have received complete informa-
tion about the bus charters. If persons living outside of 
Pennsylvania want to travel to General Conference by 
way of Pennsylvania and are interested in traveling on 
one of these buses, please contact Paul Hostetler no 
later than May 10. 
All issues of the Evangelical Visitor since January 
have General Conference information. You may wish 
to refer to earlier issues if the announcements above do 
not answer your questions. Or you can contact Paul 
Hostetler, Convention Director, Grantham, PA 17027. 
Office phone: (717) 697-2634; home: (717) 766-2651. 
Other General Conference 
Information . . . 
Note the article about General Confer-ence workshops on page 26 of this issue. It's not too early to begin thinking about which workshop you would like to attend. And the play about E. J. Swalm, "Sen-tence of Honor," is introduced in the arti-cle on page 24. 
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